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The following are based on records submitted by CNHS members and have been
forwarded to CBDC at TullieHouse. Uncredited records areusually my own.

Weather (courtesy of Tony Matthews, Drumburgh): September wascool but settled
and the second driest on record to 2014. October continued settled until later in the
month but wasstill thedriest since2007. November becamevery wet and unsettled
tobesecondwettest onrecordandthethirdmildest. Themild, wet weather continued
through December and with 260 mm of rain it became the wettest December since
recordsbegan. Therewasextensive flooding in Cumbriaafter extremerainfall over
thethreedaysof 3rd to 5th. Thewet mild weather continued through January with a
lot of windy days although one brief cold spell brought a small snowfall. From 9
February conditionsbegan to settleand becamecolder, with frequent frostsmaking
acooler than averagemonth.

Theweather clearly hadanimpact onwildlife. InJanuary,Hawthorn,Honeysuckle
andElder leaveswereshowing, but February seemed toslow thisdown. Onespecies
noticeably affected was the Barn Owl, which has to be the star bird of this period,
particularly thenumber of daytimesightings(hencecover image). Wehavereceived
36recordssinceSeptember,withthemajority sincemid-December,manyoutasearly
asmidday.I havehadcommentsfromnon-birdingpeopleabout thenumbersseen,and
indeed reports from other areas of the country. It may be a reaction to the very wet
weather of January and February, but could it also be related to the number of
observers?My co-counter and I had avery interesting observation of an owl hunting
near Border Marsh. Wewatched it makeacatch. Immediately aKestrel tried to take
theprey. Theowl flew on30yards, droppedto thegroundandagain theKestrel came
in. When the owl lifted, the mammal was gone and we believe it had been able to
swallow thecatch, leavingtheKestrel hungry andfrustrated.Perhapsonereasonwhy
Barn Owls usually hunt at night?

Birds
13 Whooper Swansflew over Kirkbrideon 14 October (SM) and threeover thesea
at Allonby on 15 October (JC). Subsequently flocks were reported from Kirkbride,
whereat least 125spent many daysonastubblefield.Other reportswere30at Mealo,
4 November (JC); 62 at Blackdyke, 13 November (JC, MP). Numbersat theregular
wintersiteatWalby rangedfrom13to60(BJ,DC).JM locatedaregular flockatKirby
Thore, with amaximum of 48; C & AR noted aflock of 43 at Croftends, Rockcliffe
on24January.However, thelargest number spent most of thewinter onvariousfields
around Kirkbride. Numbersof juvenilesseemed generally low. Pink-footed Geese
werepresent throughtheautumnbut rarely morethan4000, they seemedto feedwell
out inWestCumbriawithfewrecordstothenorthand eastof Carlislethemostnotable
being aflock of 2000 on afield by theEsk at Longtown on 19 January (DJ). During

Wildlife Reports – September 2015 to February 2016



2
-

-
3

Lakeland
N

aturalist
4:1

D
ecem

ber
they

seem
ed

to
vanish.T

he
expected

m
ovem

entnorth
from

L
ancashire

occurred
on

11
and

12
February,w

ith
skeinscom

ing
north

pastA
llonby

(JC
)butitw

as
quite

a
sm

all
m

ovem
ent

and
the

best
total

I
could

m
uster

w
as

6Ð8000
at

various
locations.T

hisw
asborne

outby
m

y
L

ancashire
contactsw

ho
reported

large
num

bers
stillaround

Southportand
the

W
yre/L

une
area

in
early

M
arch.Inoticed

4
E

uropean
W

hite-fronted
G

eese
w

ith
a

flock
of

Pinks
and

B
arnacles

near
R

aby
C

ote
on

20
February

and
N

F
had

asingleon
26

February.A
flock

of4000
to

6000
B

arnacleG
eese

frequented
the

M
oricam

be
B

ay
m

arshes
throughoutthe

w
interw

ith
up

to
fourw

hite-
plum

aged
birds.A

fifth
on

8
D

ecem
berturned

outto
be

a
Snow

G
oose

(D
J,N

F)and
w

as
noted

frequently
thereafter

(plate
1).T

hree
G

reenland
W

hite-fronted
G

eese
w

ere
w

ith
the

W
hoopers

on
the

A
ngerton

stubble
from

4
to

11
D

ecem
ber(N

F,M
P).

G
adw

allrecordsw
ere

from
W

atchtree,and
on

14
D

ecem
berseven

atSunbiggin
T

arn
(B

R
).T

w
o

L
ong-tailed

D
uck

atA
nthorn

w
ere

reported
by

JI
on

23
N

ovem
ber

and
D

J
on

3
D

ecem
ber.A

fem
ale

Sm
ew

w
as

on
the

R
iver

E
sk

near
L

ongtow
n

on
27

D
ecem

ber
(D

J).Inland
Shelduck

included
15

in
a

field
atC

um
w

hitton,8
February

(D
C

)Ð
m

any
tend

to
com

e
inland

atthis
tim

e
probably

heralding
preparations

forthe
breeding

season.
O

nly
tw

o
records

forG
rey

P
artridge

suggestperhaps
a

poorbreeding
season

but
they

can
be

seen
regularly

atW
atchtree,a

nice
covey

of
nine

w
as

seen
by

D
J

on
22

N
ovem

beratC
ardurnock.A

countof17
m

ale
and

11
fem

ale
B

lack
G

rouse
w

ere
seen

feeding
in

grass
fields

nearG
arrigillalong

the
old

road
up

to
M

oorhouse
by

B
R

on
2

January.
A

notable
count

of
1100

C
orm

orants
w

as
at

W
orkington

D
ocks

on
16

N
ovem

ber
(JC

).
W

e
see

L
ittle

E
grets

on
the

m
arshes

from
R

ockcliffe
(G

B
)

to
Skinburness

m
ostdays

now
,and

occasionally
inland.A

G
reatW

hite
E

gretm
ade

a
brief

appearance
atR

SPB
N

orth
Plain

around
22

D
ecem

ber
(H

M
).

O
nly

three
records

w
ere

received
forH

en
H

arrier:on
16

Septem
berT

W
saw

one
hunting

R
alfland

Fell
near

Shap;
N

F
saw

a
fem

ale
quartering

fields
near

betw
een

C
ardurnock

and
C

am
pfield

on
23

N
ovem

ber,
and

D
J

w
atched

a
m

ale
hunting

B
ow

ness
C

om
m

on
on

20
January.M

erlin
is

perhaps
under-recorded

butN
F

and
D

J
saw

tw
o

over
C

am
pfield

M
arsh

on
8

D
ecem

ber;I
saw

one
on

B
order

M
arsh

on
13

D
ecem

berand
M

P
tw

o
atB

ow
ness

on
14

January.O
n

3
February

B
R

saw
a

fem
ale

nearSunbiggin
T

arn.A
dead,colour-ringed

fem
ale

G
oshaw

k
atFinglandrigg

W
ood

on
14

D
ecem

beris
discussed

later.M
aybe

P
eregrines

are
taken

forgranted
as

only
three

recordsw
ere

received:one
Ihad

on
C

alvo
M

arsh
on

13
D

ecem
ber,anotherfrom

D
J

ofone
on

a
killon

C
am

pfield
M

arsh
on

23
D

ecem
berand

the
third

ofa
bird

Isaw
circling

high
over

O
ulton

then
m

oving
south

on
14

February.
Sightings

ofW
ater

R
ailare

rare
butB

B
recorded

one
in

a
torch

beam
by

a
pond

at
L

ongdales,
A

rm
athw

aite
on

28
Septem

ber.
I

w
as

lucky
to

spot
tw

o
C

om
m

on
C

ranes
circling

to
the

eastofW
atchtree

on
4

O
ctoberbefore

they
m

oved
offsouth-

east.

A
n

A
vocethas

w
intered

atC
am

pfield
and

been
seen

frequently
by

severalofus
(D

J,
H

M
,N

F).D
iligentsearching

by
N

F
revealed

an
A

m
erican

G
olden

P
lover

w
ith

a
flock

ofG
olden

PloveratA
nthorn

on
2

O
ctober(plate

2).H
ow

ever,the
usuallarge

flocksofG
olden

Ploverseem
to

have
been

noticeably
absentfrom

theirregularhaunts
this

w
inter.Is

this
a

resultofthe
very

w
etw

interoris
clim

ate
change

keeping
them

on
the

continent?
Itw

as
notthe

only
unusualsighting:a

L
ittle

Stintw
as

stillatPort
C

arlisle
w

ith
D

unlins
on

4
February

(N
F).A

tW
orkington

H
arbour

R
H

counted
25

P
urple

Sandpiper
Ð

a
regular

annualw
intering

site.W
oodcocks

are
only

seen
by

people
w

ho
w

anderoffthe
beaten

track
and

on
one

such
occasion

C
M

flushed
24

from
a

sm
allw

oodland
on

a
rem

ote
partofD

rum
burgh

M
oss

on
29

D
ecem

ber.Sim
ilarly,

Jack
Snipe

can
be

alm
osttrodden

on
before

flushing,so
itw

as
good

to
have

records
from

C
liburn

M
oss

(C
A

)11
January,along

the
E

sk
nearL

ongtow
n

(N
F)18

January
and

SW
on

D
rum

burgh
M

arsh
25

January.Few
records

ofSnipe
are

received
butR

S
putin

a
record

forfive
flushed

from
a

w
etpatch

in
a

snow
-covered

field
atB

roadw
ath

on
17

January,the
only

snow
fallofthe

m
onth.A

late
W

him
brelw

as
atA

llonby
on

25
N

ovem
ber

(JC
),

an
overw

intering
G

reenshank
w

as
at

G
lasson

Point
on

25
N

ovem
ber

and
again

on
18

January
(C

A
),and

the
lastunusualw

ader
observed

w
as

aC
om

m
on

Sandpiperon
18

(N
F)and

19
January

(D
J)along

theR
.E

sk
nearA

rthuret.
A

G
reatSkua

w
as

seen
feeding

on
a

killon
the

w
ateroffB

ow
ness-on-Solw

ay
on

16
N

ovem
ber(D

J).O
n

29
January

M
editerranean

G
ullsw

ere
seen

atA
llonby

(one,
by

JC
),and

tw
o

on
K

irkbride
A

irfield
(C

A
).K

ittiw
akes,ca.110,w

ere
seen

com
ing

in
w

ith
the

tide
offC

am
pfield

M
arsh

on
29

February
(C

A
).A

G
uillem

otundera
car

in
D

alston
on

30
N

ovem
berw

asa
m

ostunusualfind
forA

A
,w

ho
fed

itup
on

m
ackerel

fillets
and

released
itatA

nthorn
the

follow
ing

day.
A

Short-eared
O

w
lw

ashunting
the

rough
grassatthe

inland
ofC

alvo
M

arsh
w

hen
Idid

the
W

E
B

S
counton

18
O

ctober.O
ne

w
as

hunting
atM

aw
bray

on
21

N
ovem

ber
(M

P),anotheroverthe
m

oors
around

Sunbiggin
T

arn
(B

R
)on

27
D

ecem
berand

the
lateston

D
rum

burgh
M

oss
on

23
February

seen
by

FR
&

SG
.

A
G

reat
G

rey
Shrike

w
as

seen
by

JM
on

4
N

ovem
ber

along
the

track
betw

een
T

alkin
H

ead
and

T
he

G
reens.R

avens
are

perhaps
m

ore
frequently

seen
around

the
Solw

ay
than

the
sparse

recordsreveal;D
Jsaw

tw
o

on
the

m
arsh

scrapeson
C

am
pfield

M
arsh

on
23

D
ecem

ber.O
n

the
field

trip
on

27
February

w
e

heard
one

calling
on

the
A

nthorn
M

asts,w
here

they
w

ere
reported

to
have

bred
lastyear

(JI).
W

illow
T

its
are

becom
ing

quite
scarce

on
the

Solw
ay

so
a

record
atthe

G
lendale

C
aravan

site
near

bird
feeders

on
1

February
w

as
w

elcom
e

(C
A

).
Skylarks

can
congregate

in
large

flocks
in

the
w

interand
on

17
January

num
bers

atA
llonby

w
ere

estim
ated

at
hundreds

(JC
).

T
he

last
Sw

allow
record

for
the

autum
n

w
as

from
R

edhills,R
ockcliffe

(N
F)on

11
O

ctober.A
w

intering
C

hiffchaffw
as

feeding
in

ivy
justbelow

JM
Õs

hom
e

atJockey
Shield

on
15

January.T
he

only
w

intering
B

lackcap
record

w
as

from
D

Ion
30

January
in

herE
tterby

Streetgarden.W
axw

ing
w

ere
also

W
ildlife

R
eports

Ð
Septem

ber
2015

to
F

ebruary
2016
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very
scarce

and
the

only
record

Ipicked
up

w
asfrom

SW
on

24
N

ovem
berflying

over
B

ram
pton.N

uthatch
isw

ell-established
on

the
Solw

ay
Plain

now
buta

m
ore

unusual
record

w
asoftw

o
on

bird
feedersin

an
enclosed

back
yard

in
L

ism
ore

C
lose,C

arlisle
(H

S).D
ipper

w
asrecorded

by
M

P
on

the
R

W
iza,W

igton,w
ith

tw
o

on
25

D
ecem

ber.
T

w
o

w
ere

on
R

.E
sk,L

ongtow
n

(D
J)on

19
January,and

on
the

sam
e

day
R

S
heard

a
singing

m
ale

on
C

airn
B

eck,B
roadw

ath.T
he

m
ostrecentw

as
one

along
the

E
den

in
R

ickerby
Park

H
S

on
31

January.A
K

ingfisher
flew

by
C

&
A

R
on

the
river

at
W

illow
holm

e,C
arlisle

on
12

N
ovem

ber.A
n

unusualsite
forone

w
asM

oorpark
Farm

nearT
hurstonfield

L
ough

on
30

N
ovem

ber,reported
by

the
farm

erto
R

PD
.A

nother
w

as
recorded

by
D

J
on

the
E

sk
atL

ongtow
n

on
19

January.
A

single
record

ofR
ing

O
uzelon

Shap
Fell(T

W
)on

11
D

ecem
berisquite

late.T
he

only
record

ofa
B

lack
R

edstartthis
season

w
as

on
30

O
ctoberatR

edhallFarm
near

W
igton.

T
he

last
record

for
W

heatear
w

as
from

SW
of

a
bird

along
the

track
to

T
indale

T
arn

on
12

N
ovem

ber.A
D

esertW
heatear

w
as

found
by

D
S

on
the

beach
ofT

arn
B

ay,E
skm

ealson
16

N
ovem

ber.P
ied

W
agtailsroostin

som
e

unusualplaces,
often

related
to

w
arm

th:a
roostofover100

w
as

form
ing

atdusk
on

30
N

ovem
berin

a
tree

litw
ith

C
hristm

as
lights

in
B

ank
Street,C

arlisle.Ilaterheard
ofa

sim
ilarroost

in
Penrith.L

innetflockshave
been

quite
scarce

although
they

m
ay

be
m

issed
because

they
are

readily
attracted

to
the

w
ild

bird
food

cropsthatsom
e

farm
ersplantunderthe

A
gri-E

nvironm
ent

schem
es.T

he
R

SPB
also

planted
a

crop
at

R
ogersceugh

w
hich

attracted
large

num
bers

ofL
innet,G

oldfinch,T
ree

Sparrow
and

R
eed

B
unting.A

stubble
field

along
the

G
lendale

C
aravan

Site
track

up
to

G
lasson

M
oss

held
a

flock
ofatleast70

L
innet(C

A
)on

1
February.B

ram
blingshave

also
been

scarce
w

ith
only

three
recordsfrom

N
orth

Plain
Farm

R
SPB

feeders(N
F)11

O
ctober.O

ne
in

a
garden

at
H

allbankgate
on

2
N

ovem
ber

(C
H

)
and

one
on

the
feeders

at
W

atchtree
on

12
N

ovem
ber.

C
rossbill

records
w

ere
equally

scarce
w

ith
a

single
record

of
a

m
ale

singing
briefly

atC
liburn

M
oss

N
N

R
on

12
February

(C
A

).

Insects
R

ed
A

dm
iralsw

ere
recorded

frequently
during

the
autum

n
w

ith
four(D

C
,G

W
,K

C
)

in
N

ovem
ber,the

lastbeing
from

R
PD

atthe
R

SPB
N

orth
Plain

Farm
w

oodland
on

19
N

ovem
ber.T

he
lastrecord

forP
eacock

w
as

one
ofm

y
ow

n,again
from

N
orth

Plain
Farm

on
12

N
ovem

ber.P
ainted

L
adies,having

been
w

idespread
in

2015,rem
ained

late
into

the
year;D

C
had

one
in

hisgarden
atC

um
w

hitton
on

2
N

ovem
ber,along

w
ith

a
very

late
Sm

all
C

opper.
O

n
the

sam
e

day
he

had
the

last
record

for
Sm

all
T

ortoiseshelland
Speckled

W
ood.A

notherlateSpeckled
W

ood
w

asrecorded
by

FB
on

26
O

ctober
atL

arch
C

ottage,M
elkinthorpe.A

H
um

m
ingbird

H
aw

k-m
oth

w
as

seen
by

C
&

A
R

in
theirW

reay
G

arden
on

1
N

ovem
ber.O

therlate
insectsincluded

20
M

igrantH
aw

ker
dragonflies

(JC
)ata

regularsite
by

the
w

ind
turbines

nearSiddick
on

7
Septem

berand
a

Southern
H

aw
ker

dragonfly
atB

roadw
ath

on
1

N
ovem

berby

R
S

athisgarden
pond.Silver-Y

M
othsw

ere
quite

abundantin
O

ctober,though
little-

reported:D
C

stillhad
one

presenton
2

N
ovem

berin
his

C
um

w
hitton

garden.

M
am

m
als

and
other

vertebrates
A

few
R

ed
Squirrels

are
holding

outon
the

Solw
ay

Plain
and

the
diligentefforts

of
the

R
ed

Squirrel
G

roup
are

perhaps
yielding

results.Sightings
cam

e
from

C
liburn

M
oss

on
4

N
ovem

ber(C
M

)and
W

atchtree
16

January
(M

&
A

A
).Iw

as
also

given
a

record
from

a
photographer

friend
of

one
atB

ridge
E

nd,D
alston

on
21

N
ovem

ber.
G

rey
Squirrelrecords

rem
ain

frequent,w
ith

eightrecords
in

the
reportperiod,som

e
ofm

ultiple
sightings.O

tter
reports

are
also

quite
regular,w

ith
five

cards
from

T
T

of
one

nearB
row

n
R

igg,Plum
pton

in
Septem

ber.O
thers

w
ere:W

atchtree
18

O
ctober;

A
ira

Force
(U

llsw
ater)3

N
ovem

ber(reported
to

R
PD

);a
fem

ale
w

ith
a

cub
on

the
E

sk
nearL

ongtow
n

on
18

January
(D

J),and,m
ostrecently,one

in
W

orkington
H

arbour
(R

H
)

on
17

February.
R

abbits
seem

to
com

e
and

go
and

w
e

tend
to

assum
e

it
is

m
yxom

atosis,buta
virulentform

ofrabbithaem
orrhagic

disease
has

been
found

Ð
a

sw
iftkiller,leaving

no
obvious

externalsigns.H
aving

notseen
m

any
in

the
w

interI
w

aspleased
to

see
atleastfive

on
the

A
nthorn

m
astssite

on
the

27
February

field
trip.

B
row

n
H

aresare
Ihope

also
under-recorded.W

e
take

them
forgranted

atW
atchtree

so
itw

asgood
to

see
one

atR
ed

H
allFarm

on
28

D
ecem

berand
to

hearofone
crossing

the
road

nearM
iddlesceugh

on
2

February
(PG

).B
adgersare

also
under-recorded

and
Iw

as
delighted

w
hen

w
e

had
one

running
along

the
road

in
the

carheadlights
on

the
steep

hill
com

ing
north

from
Sebergham

on
2

O
ctober;

a
visitor

to
W

atchtree
photographed

one
on

the
sam

e
day

by
the

boundary
fence.H

edgehog
recordsseem

to
reflectaw

orrying
declinew

ith
no

autum
n

records(noteven
aroad

casualty).T
hem

ild,
w

etw
eatherin

D
ecem

berencouraged
one

to
com

e
outofhibernation

on
29

D
ecem

ber
w

hen
M

S
saw

itforaging
in

hergarden
atH

ayton.O
n

26
O

ctoberD
H

saw
up

to
five

H
arbourP

orpoisefeeding
on

theebb
tidein

Silloth
B

ay.C
om

m
on

F
rogsw

ereactive
by

17
February

(R
H

)in
hisD

enton
H

olm
e

garden
butasusualD

H
w

asone
ofthe

first
to

record
spaw

n,in
a

pond
athis

G
arden

H
ouse

N
ursery

in
D

alston
on

21
February.

R
ecorders:A

A
A

nne
A

bbs;M
&

A
A

M
ike

&
A

nne
A

bbs;C
A

C
olin

A
uld;B

B
B

rian
B

ow
es;FB

FrancesB
ell;G

B
G

len
B

ryson;D
C

D
avid

C
larke;JC

John
C

allion;K
C

K
eith

C
lark;

R
PD

R
ichard

D
ixon;

N
F

N
ick

Franklin;
FR

&
SG

R
ussell

&
Sara

G
om

m
;PG

PaulG
reaves;D

H
D

avid
H

ickson;C
H

C
hrisH

ind;R
H

R
obin

H
odgson;

D
ID

orothy
Iveson;JIJohn

Ireland;D
J

D
avid

Johnston;B
J

B
ob

Jones;C
M

C
hris

M
aw

by;SM
Shelagh

M
aw

by;JM
John

M
iles;H

M
H

edda
M

oore;M
P

M
ike

Porter;
B

R
B

rian
R

edhead;C
&

A
R

C
raig

&
A

nn
R

obinson;M
S

M
arie

Saag;D
S

D
ave

Shackleton;R
S

R
ob

Shaw
;H

S
H

elen
Spencer;SW

Stephen
W

esterberg;T
T

T
ony

T
ipling;T

W
T

ony
W

illiam
s;G

W
G

illW
ilson.

F
rank

M
aw

by

W
ildlife

R
eports

Ð
Septem

ber
2015

to
F

ebruary
2016
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Field
M
eeting

27
February

2016
–
South

Solw
ay

Leader:Frank
M
aw
by

O
urfirstportofcallw

asSkinburnessM
arsh

w
here

the
firstlarge

flocksofgeese
w

ere
encountered,ifdistantly.T

w
o

large
flocks

ofB
arnacles

could
be

seen,one
tow

ards
the

G
rune

Point
side

and
the

other
by

the
C

alvo
M

arsh
fence,

am
ounting

to
an

estim
ated

5000
to

6000
birds

in
all.

Sm
all

flocks
of

Pink-footed
G

eese
scattered

am
ongstthe

B
arnaclesoraround

the
m

arsh
w

ere
estim

ated
atabout1000.A

hovering
K

estrelappeared
distantly

and
afew

Skylarksw
erepresent,occasionally

bursting
into

song.
K

now
ing

thatsom
ew

here
there

should
be

m
any

m
ore

Pink-feet,w
e

headed
forthe

SaltC
otes/R

aby
C

ote
end

ofN
ew

ton
M

arsh.O
n

the
w

ay
w

e
noted

thatthe
R

ooks
at

K
ingside

H
illand

A
bbeytow

n
w

ere
starting

to
build,som

e
w

ith
quite

w
ell-form

ed
nests.A

splendid
m

ale
Stonechatand

a
group

of
four

R
eed

B
untings

distracted
our

attention
before

a
scan

overto
B

orderM
arsh

soon
revealed

the
geese

Ð
the

m
ajority

ofthe
6000

orso
being

on
tw

o
grassfieldsjustinland

and
south

ofE
astB

orderFarm
.

A
s

w
e

w
atched,the

w
hole

flock
lifted

and
m

any
settled

onto
B

order
M

arsh
Ð

still
ratherdistant.W

hilstan
im

pressive
sight,the

flock
w

as
stillw

ellbelow
num

bers
w

e
often

have
in

the
area

by
late

February.Shortly
afterthis

m
ovem

entanotherflock
of

ÔPinksÕ
lifted

off
N

ew
ton

M
arsh,abouthalf

turning
inland,the

rem
ainder

going
to

B
orderM

arsh.A
tthe

sam
e

tim
e

a
L

ittle
E

gretw
as

seen
to

land
on

SaltC
otes

M
arsh,

about400
m

out.
From

SaltC
otes

w
e

headed
forK

irkbride
and

turned
up

the
lonning

to
the

sew
age

treatm
entplant.

A
sm

allflock
of

m
ixed

tits
w

ere
passing

by,w
ith

tw
o

L
ong-tailed

am
ongstthem

.L
ocalbirdsw

illnow
be

territorial;a
definitely

territorialSong
T

hrush
w

as
singing

nearthe
village.A

shortdistance
along

the
public

footpath
w

e
could

see
W

hooperSw
ansgrazing

on
agrassley

in
afield

they
haveused

yearon
year.L

astw
eek

the
flock

had
been

over100;now
ithad

dw
indled

to
45,including

6
juveniles,w

hich
w

ere
starting

to
lose

the
grey

appearance,their
bills

justbeginning
to

turn
yellow

.
M

oving
on,w

e
parked

atthe
entrance

to
G

lasson
M

ossand
w

alked
to

R
ogersceugh

(the
drum

lin
surrounded

by
B

ow
ness

C
om

m
on).A

s
w

e
approached

the
old

railw
ay

crossing,a
B

arn
O

w
lw

asseen
hunting

the
rough

grassfield
w

ithin
the

R
SPB

R
eserve.

Itm
ade

atleastthree
catch

attem
ptsand

m
ay

possibly
have

been
successfulon

the
last

ofthese.T
he

tim
e

w
as12.50,adding

yetanotherto
the

rem
arkable

num
berofdaytim

e
recordsofthisspeciessince

m
id-D

ecem
ber.W

e
w

alked
on,and

asw
e

w
atched

a
sm

all
group

ofT
ealon

new
poolscreated

by
R

SPB
,the

ow
lflew

pasttow
ardsR

ogersceugh
,

w
here

itw
as

probably
returning

to
roost.A

tthe
top

ofthe
hillthe

R
SPB

has
planted

a
w

ild
bird

food
crop

ofaboutan
acre.O

verthe
w

interis
has

held
a

very
large

flock
offinchesand

buntings.A
lthough

now
dw

indling
and

the
L

innetsgone,w
e

estim
ated

atleast100
birdsw

ere
stillpresent,ofw

hich
atleast50

w
ere

G
oldfinches,w

ith
around

30
R

eed
B

untings
and

30
T

ree
Sparrow

s.A
few

skeins
ofPinkfeetpassed

overto
the

w
estand

seem
ed

to
carry

on
overthe

Solw
ay.W

e
spenta

shortw
hile

scanning
forH

en
H

arrier
and

Short
E

ared
O

w
l,

to
no

avail.
O

n
the

return
w

alk
w

e
noted

the
large

num
ber

of
dead

trees
along

the
line

of
old

railw
ay,the

resultof
a

bog
rehabilitation

schem
e.T

his
is

raising
the

w
ater

table
in

the
adjacentbog

to
reverse

the
dam

age
of

the
1870Õsw

hen
itw

assubstantially
drained

to
build

the
ÔSolw

ay
C

rossingÕline.T
he

old
records

state
that

the
peat

here
w

as
51

feet
deep

(16m
)

at
the

deepest
point.

C
onsidering

the
deepestpeatin

thisarea
isnow

just10
m

etres(33
feet),itshow

sw
hat

dam
age

w
as

done;
B

ow
ness

C
om

m
on

had
also

been
quite

heavily
drained

in
the

1850Õs
and

perhaps
even

earlier
w

hen
itw

as
firstsubjectto

E
nclosure.

W
em

oved
on

to
N

orth
Plain

(R
SPB

)forlunch
and

w
atched

birdscom
ing

and
going

to
the

feeders.T
hey

w
ere

m
ostly

C
haffinch

and
tits,although

L
innetand

G
reenfinch

w
ere

nearby,and
a

G
reatSpotted

W
oodpeckerflew

over.A
fterlunch

w
e

drove
back

a
shortw

ay
to

the
observation

layby
nearW

estC
om

m
on.W

ith
the

tide
rising,w

e
w

ere
delighted

to
see

a
good

range
ofw

adersand
ducksincluding

a
splendid

flock
ofatleast

70
Pintail,Shovelerand

T
eal,m

ostbeing
here

because
the

w
ateron

N
orth

Plain
farm

w
as

probably
frozen.W

ellouton
the

w
aterthere

w
ere

a
few

G
reatC

rested
G

rebes,
and

pair
of

G
oosander

am
ongstthe

ducks.A
long

the
edge

of
the

tide
D

unlin,G
rey

Plover,O
ystercatcher,C

urlew
and

R
edshank

w
ere

feeding
energetically

before
the

advancing
tide.A

s
the

roosts
began

to
form

along
the

edge
of

the
m

arsh,the
single

w
intering

A
vocetw

as
bathing

near
a

sm
allgroup

of
O

ystercatchers.
M

oving
up

to
the

M
aryland

layby,the
w

aders
w

ere
now

feeding
on

the
lastbitof

uncovered
intertidal

m
ud,

w
ith

a
few

K
not

am
ongst

w
ith

them
.

It
w

as
not

easy
determ

ining
w

aders
at

such
a

distance
in

dull
light,

so
identifications

w
ere

based
prim

arily
on

ÔjizzÕ.O
n

the
m

arsh,another
4

L
ittle

E
grets

w
ere

seen.T
hese

are
now

becom
ing

increasingly
fam

iliar,though
notyetproved

to
have

bred.
W

e
continued

our
journey,stopping

again
by

the
A

nthorn
m

asts
in

the
hope

of
seeing

G
olden

Ploverand
L

apw
ing,butthe

large
flocks

thatnorm
ally

use
the

fields
here

seem
to

have
been

absent
this

w
inter.

Further
round,

four
R

ed-breasted
M

erganser
Ð

three
m

ales
and

a
fem

ale
Ð

soon
flew

off.O
ver

N
ew

ton
M

arsh
a

very
large

ÔliftÕofG
eese

w
asseen,w

hich
splitup,m

oving
eastand

w
est.B

ehind
usa

R
aven

w
as

briefly
heard.(A

pairw
as

reported
to

have
nested

on
one

ofthe
m

astlastseason
and

its
presence

suggests
that

it
m

ay
w

ell
be

doing
so

again.).
Seeing

R
abbits

prom
pted

PaulD
uffin

ourparty
to

m
ention

thathe
w

ould
like

fresh
dead

specim
ens

to
check

for
a

new
strain

of
V

H
D

(V
iralH

aem
orrhagic

D
isease).

W
e

finished
atA

nthorn,w
here

a
W

ren
scurried

into
gorse,rem

inding
m

e
thatthere

seem
ed

to
be

very
few

aboutatpresent.D
espite

notable
ÔabsenteesÕsuch

as
W

igeon,
T

w
ite,

G
olden

Plover,
Peregrine

and
M

erlin,
our

list
for

the
day

w
as

55
species,

highlighting
the

richness
of

the
area.

F
rank

M
aw

by
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N
otes

&
R
ecords

B
rim

stone
butterfly

records
outside

the
‘core-range’in

C
um
bria

R
ecordsofthe

B
rim

stone
butterfly

beyond
itsm

ain
breeding

range
in

C
um

bria
occur

annually,if
in

very
sm

allnum
bers.

Purging
B

uckthorn
(R

ham
nus

cathartica)and
A

lderB
uckthorn

(F
rangula

alnus)
are

the
only

food-plants
of

the
larvae,and

Purging
B

uckthorn
is

a
strong

calcicole,
m

ore
orlesslim

ited
to

lim
estone

soils.W
hilstthey

are
w

idespread
in

south
C

um
bria,

both
food-plants

have
only

scattered
occurrence

in
the

north
or

w
estof

the
county,

som
e

ofw
hich

m
ay

relate
to

localplantings.A
s

the
county

is
atthe

northern
edge

of
the

native
range

ofthese
plants,this

is
alw

ays
likely

to
pose

a
lim

itation
to

the
spread

of
the

B
rim

stone,even
if

clim
ate

change,for
exam

ple,begins
to

encourage
it.

2014
recordsoutside

the
m

ain
C

um
bria

range
included

B
anks,B

ram
pton

(N
Y

56),
E

skdale
(SD

19),Stainton,Penrith
(N

Y
42),O

rton
(N

Y
60),M

illom
(SD

18),G
reat

C
orby

(N
Y

45)and
A

rm
athw

aite
(N

Y
54).2015

occurrences
w

ere
noted

atM
aw

bray
B

anks
(N

Y
04),

B
urgh-by-Sands

(N
Y

35)
and

W
atchtree

N
R

(N
Y

35).
T

he
last-m

entioned
w

as
captured

on
cam

era
(plate

4).T
he

late
date

(30
June)and

w
earon

the
w

ings
of

that
individual

suggest
thatitw

as
relatively

old,and
m

ay
have

had
tim

e
to

w
anderfarafield

(the
adults

being
the

over-
w

intering
stage

of
course,

and
know

n
to

beparticularly
long-lived

afterappearing
in

spring).T
he

first
of

at
least

tw
o

seen
by

R
ussell

G
om

m
atB

urgh-by-Sands
in

2015
w

as
on

10
A

pril,w
ith

possibly
the

sam
e

one
seen

in
his

garden
on

16th.A
nother

individual(again
in

his
garden)w

as
on

15
July

Ð
a

date
tantalizingly

poised
betw

een
very

late
survivors

of
the

spring
generation

and
the

beginning
ofthe

sum
m

ergeneration.(R
ecord

dates
before

A
pril

w
ould

be
good

indicators
that

the
individuals

concerned
could

have
em

erged

nearto
w

here
they

w
ere

recorded;thispossibility
becom

eslessand
lesslikely

further
into

the
year.)

T
he

m
ap

ofrecordsdensity
kindly

prepared
by

C
B

D
C

/G
ary

H
edges(fig.1)clearly

show
s

thatthe
speciesÕstrongholds

in
the

county
are

in
the

area
im

m
ediately

south-
w

est
of

K
endal.T

he
spread

of
records

suggests
that

the
species

is
m

obile
and

has
m

anaged
to

atleastÔprospectÕ,if
notactually

breed,in
a

m
uch

w
ider

area
in

recent
years.(T

he
insectalso

occurs
to

the
eastof

the
Pennines,so

m
ovem

ents
from

that
direction

cannotbe
totally

discounted.)W
ith

the
increase

in
the

num
bersofrecorders

these
days,itw

illbe
interesting

to
see

w
hetherthe

picture
changessignificantly

in
the

com
ing

seasons.A
lthough

B
rim

stone
isa

distinctive
species,itispossible

there
could

have
been

a
few

m
is-identifications

am
ongstthe

records,since
there

can
be

sim
ilar-

sized
very

yellow
y

L
argeW

hitesaround
asw

ellÐ
and

eventssuch
astheÔB

ig
B

utterfly
C

ountÕ
attract

novice
recorders.

T
he

records
m

entioned
above

are
all

believed
reliable.

T
he

species
rem

ains
one

to
look

outfor,and
notto

be
dism

issed
outofhand

in
the

north
and

w
est,butbe

sure
to

take
a

photograph
ora

close
look

before
recording

it!

Steve
D

oyle,14
The

W
illow

s,D
urdar,C

arlisle
C

A
2

4U
P

A
second

C
um

bria
record

ofthe
greatdiving

beetle
D
ytiscus

circum
flexus

Fabricius,1801

O
n

29
M

ay
2015,as

partofthe
B

ioblitz
atC

am
pfield

M
arsh,N

orth
Plain,B

ow
ness-

on-Solw
ay,severalbottle-traps

w
ere

setand
leftovernightin

fourponds,looking
in

particularforG
reatC

rested
N

ew
ts.In

the
m

orning,w
hen

the
traps

w
ere

checked
in

a
pond

atN
Y

20206081
atthe

edge
ofa

cattle-grazed
field,a

fem
ale

diving
beetle

w
as

found
to

be
exploring

hernew
tem

porary
hom

e,along
w

ith
a

num
berofotherspecies.

T
his

particular
pond

w
as

also
show

n
to

supportG
reatC

rested
and

Sm
ooth

N
ew

ts.
B

ecause
of

the
B

ioblitz,the
beetle

w
as

detained
a

w
hile

longer
and

taken
to

the
Solw

ay
W

etlandsC
entre,to

do
herbitin

enthusing
visiting

m
em

bersofthe
public

on
the

w
onders

ofw
ildlife.O

n
arrivalatthe

C
entre,the

beetle
w

as
excitedly

identified
by

SR
to

be
D

ytiscus
circum

flexus,this
being

only
the

second
record

ofthis
species

in
C

um
bria.U

p
to

thispointSC
,the

lucky
collector,w

asunaw
are

ofthe
potentialfam

e
of

his
tem

porary
com

panion!
D

ytiscus
circum

flexus
can

be
confused

w
ith

the
m

uch
com

m
oner

great
diving

beetle
D

.m
arginalis.Fortunately,tw

o
characteristics

alone
enable

an
accurate

field
identification

of
this

stunning
w

ater
beetle:

a)
the

underside
of

D
.

m
arginalis

is
usually

predom
inantly

yellow
w

ith
occasional

dark
m

arkings,
w

hereas
in

D
.

circum
flexusthe

w
hole

underside
istransversely

striped
yellow

and
black

Ð
hence

the
nicknam

e
Ôthe

w
aspÕ;(b)the

post-coxalprocesses(w
here

hind
legsjoin

the
abdom

en)

Figure
1
B
rim
stone

butterfly:10K
m
square

records
2000Ð

2015.C
um
bria

B
iodiversity

D
ata

C
entre:C

row
n

copyrightand
database

rights.
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in
D

.circum
flexusare

very
sharply

pointed,w
hereasin

D
.m

arginalisthey
are

blunt.
Plate

3
show

s
these

features
w

ell.
T

here
are

how
eversix

speciesofgreatdiving
beetle

in
the

U
K

.T
he

reference
below

provides
the

identifying
characters

of
all

of
these,

as
w

ell
as

of
other

large
w

ater
beetles.Itis

illustrated
w

ith
excellentphotos

and
diagram

s.
A

llin
all,this

record
ofD

.circum
flexus

is
significantin

thatitprovides
evidence

ofthe
northw

ard
m

ovem
entofsom

e
ofthese

large
beetles;itisalso

the
m

ostnortherly
record

of
this

species
in

B
ritain

atpresent.

R
eference

Sutton,Peter(2008)The
Larger

W
ater

B
eetles

ofthe
B

ritish
Isles.L

ondon:A
m

ateur
E

ntom
ologistsÕ

Society.StuartC
olgate,9

H
ighw

ood
C

rescent,C
arlisle

C
A

1
3LF

Steven
R

outledge,13
N

orthw
ood

C
rescent,C

arlisle
C

A
3

9B
P

Tricholom
opsis

pteridicola
–
a
grassland

fungus
new

to
C
um
bria?

O
n

tw
o

or
three

occasions
in

the
past,

w
hilst

searching
for

w
axcaps

and
other

grassland
fungion

the
low

erslopesofthe
C

um
brian

fells,Ihave
been

puzzled
to

find
a

toadstoolthatappeared
to

be
Plum

s-and-C
ustard

(Tricholom
opsisrutilans)grow

ing
on

grassy
fell-sides.T

hisw
oodland

speciesiscom
m

on
enough

butrequiresdecaying
w

ood
ofconifers

on
w

hich
to

develop
and

the
grassland

situations
in

w
hich

Ifound
itw

ere
farfrom

any
apparentsource

ofconiferw
ood.Icould

find
no

answ
erto

this
puzzle

atthe
tim

e
and

these
occurrences

rem
ained

a
m

ystery,although
Idid

preserve
som

e
specim

ens
for

the
T

ullie
H

ouse
M

useum
collection.

H
ow

ever,from
the

reportin
B

ritish
W

ildlife
(R

oberts,2016)itseem
s

thatPlum
s-

and-C
ustard

hasnow
been

recognised
to

be
a

com
plex

ofatleastfive
differentgenetic

lineages(O
lariaga

etal.,2015).O
ne

ofthese
issufficiently

distinctto
be

described
as

a
new

speciesÐ
Tricholom

opsispteridicola.U
nlike

T.rutilans,w
hich

isfound
w

idely
in

association
w

ith
decaying

conifer
w

ood,
O

lariaga
and

his
associates

report
T.

pteridicola
as

frequenting
bracken-covered

slopes
in

the
w

estern
Pyrenees

ofSpain
and

France.
T

he
new

species
also

differs
from

T.
rutilans

in
its

sm
aller

size
(cap

diam
eter

7m
m

Ð28m
m

)
and

paler
colours,the

background
colour

of
the

fruit-body
being

yellow
ish-cream

rather
than

bright
custard-yellow

.R
oberts

(op.cit.)
recalls

finding
Plum

s-and-C
ustard

fitting
the

description
ofT.pteridicola

grow
ing

am
ongst

bracken
on

upland
grassland

sitesin
W

alesand
reportsthe

new
speciesfrom

tw
o

sites
in

R
adnorshire

and
another

in
B

reconshire.
L

ooking
back

through
m

y
photographs,Ifound

scanned
im

ages
oftw

o
specim

ens
that

I
w

as
preserving

for
the

collection
and

w
hich

show
the

slender
form

and

characteristicpalecoloursofT.pteridicola
(plate5).T

hespecim
ensw

erecollected
from

unim
proved

bracken-covered
grassland

atH
igh

Snab
B

ank,L
ittle

D
ale

(N
Y

219186)
and

R
uthw

aite
C

ove,
D

ollyw
aggon

Pike
(N

Y
353134)

on
5

and
12

O
ctober

2008
respectively.I

also
recorded

ÔT.rutilansÕ,together
w

ith
a

num
ber

of
grassland

fungi,
am

ong
bracken

atL
anthw

aite
G

reen
(N

Y
160208)on

8
O

ctober2005,w
hich

Ialso
now

believe
to

be
referable

to
T.pteridicola.T

here
is

a
furthervoucherspecim

en
from

this
site

preserved
in

T
ullie

H
ouse,thatIcollected

on
13

Septem
ber2008.

Itw
illbe

interesting
to

see
w

hetherD
N

A
sequencing

ofB
ritish

m
aterialconfirm

s
our

species
to

be
P

.
pteridicola.

G
iven

the
genetic

diversity
revealed

w
ithin

the
rutilanscom

plex,itw
ould

seem
notim

possible
thatB

ritish
m

aterialm
ay

be
different

again.

R
eferences

O
lariaga,I.,L

askibar,Z
.&

H
olec,J.(2015)M

oleculardata
revealcryptic

speciation
w

ithin
Tricholom

opsis
rutilans:description

of
T.pteridicola

sp.nov.associated
w

ith
P

teridium
aquilinum

.M
ycologicalP

rogress,14
(4):21.

R
oberts,P.(2016)

Fungi,in
ÔW

ildlife
R

eportsÕ.B
ritish

W
ildlife,27(3):214Ð215.

Stephen
H

ew
itt,28

C
astle

D
rive,P

enrith
C

A
11

7E
D

G
oshaw

k
ringing

recovery
atFinglandrigg

N
N
R

O
n

14
D

ecem
ber

2015
a

visitor
to

Finglandrigg
W

ood
N

N
R

called
the

N
atural

E
ngland

office
and

reported
a

dead
ÔB

uzzardÕlying
on

the
path.C

hris
M

aw
by

w
ent

to
collect

the
bird

and
soon

realised
it

w
as

not
a

B
uzzard

but
in

all
possibility

a
G

oshaw
k.T

ogetherw
e

investigated
and

determ
ined

thatitw
as

indeed
a

G
oshaw

k
Ð

a
juvenile

fem
ale.T

he
bird

w
as

carrying
a

B
T

O
m

etalring
and

a
red

colourring
w

ith
w

hite
identification

letters.Itw
asvery

thin
and

w
eighed

only
705

gm
,w

hereasa
bird

in
good

condition
should

w
eigh

atleast1000
gm

.T
he

ringing
recovery

details
show

it
w

as
ringed

on
9

July
2015

as
a

single
nestling

at
a

nest
site

at
T

w
eedenhead,

N
ew

castleton
Forest,Scottish

B
orders.T

he
bird

w
as

x-rayed
butno

evidence
w

as
found

that
it

had
been

shot
Ð

a
scenario

that
is

expected
in

this
often-persecuted

species.Itw
as

handed
over

to
T

ullie
H

ouse
M

useum
for

the
collection

and
future

reference.
F

rank
M

aw
by,ÔW

aysideÕ,K
irkbride,W

igton,C
um

bria
C

A
7

5JR

B
ean

and
Pink-footed

G
eese:an

identification
issue

Inform
ed

thata
Ôbean

gooseÕ
had

been
acquired

by
a

w
ildfow

ler
w

hilstshooting
at

N
otes

&
R

ecords
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Pink-footed
G

eese
on

16
D

ecem
ber2015,Iasked

to
see

it.T
he

specim
en

duly
arrived

in
January.A

tfirstitcertainly
did

seem
thatw

ith
orange

legs
and

an
assurance

that
the

billhad
been

orange
w

hen
fresh,itw

aspossibly
a

B
ean

G
oose,although

the
sm

all
size

and
generalappearance

im
m

ediately
ruled

outthe
so-called

ÔT
aiga

B
ean

G
ooseÕ

A
.fabalis

fabalis.Itook
a

num
berofm

easurem
ents

and
decided

thatifitw
as

a
B

ean
at

all,
it

w
as

m
ost

likely
to

be
the

tundra
subspecies,

A
.

fabalis
rossicus,

w
hose

m
easurem

ents
m

ostly
fallinto

the
sam

e
range

as
the

Pink-footed
G

oose.T
he

only
m

easurem
entthatdoesdifferbetw

een
the

tw
o

isthe
billlength,and

the
billofthisbird

w
ascloserto

Pink-footthan
B

ean,asw
asthe

colour,w
hich

despite
the

originalorange
had

faded
to

the
m

ore
typicalpink

ofthe
Pink-foot.T

he
generalplum

age
description

also
seem

ed
to

be
edging

tow
ardsPink-foot.Idecided

therefore
to

seek
expertopinion

atthe
W

ildfow
l&

W
etlands

T
rust,C

aerlaverock.T
he

reaction
ofatleastone

ofthe
three

people
Im

et(B
rian

M
orrell,L

arry
G

riffin
and

anothercolleague)w
asPink-foot;

nevertheless
w

e
checked

it
against

the
features

in
tw

o
identification

books.
W

hat
sw

ung
the

odds
in

favourofPink-footw
as

the
grey

colourofthe
w

ings
and

back
and

in
particular

the
broad

w
hite

term
inalband

on
the

tailfeathers.A
.f.rossicus

has
a

generalbrow
nish

colourcastw
hereasthe

Pink-footisgenerally
grey,and

the
tailband

ofrossicusisnarrow
.A

llthe
booksstate

thata
few

Pink-footed
G

eese
can

have
orange

legs
and

bill,and
thatitand

bean
geese

are
quite

closely
related.Itdoes

illustrate
the

problem
s

of
identifying

this
sub-species

of
B

ean
am

ongsta
flock

of
Pink-feet.T

he
identification

of
the

ÔT
aiga

B
ean

G
ooseÕ

is
easier,

large
size

alone
being

usually
sufficient,butthe

identification
ofthe

ÔT
undra

B
ean

G
ooseÕis

clearly
considerably

m
ore

problem
atic.

T
he

taxonom
y

of
bean

geese
is

com
plex

and
disputed,perhaps

reflecting
active

evolution.
T

here
are

five
nam

ed
geographical

races/subspecies.
Som

e
authorities

even
splitthe

forest(taiga)and
tundra

form
s

into
tw

o
distinctspecies,w

ith
three

of
the

races
falling

w
ithin

the
first(i.e.A

.fabalis
sensu

stricto),and
the

rem
aining

tw
o

races
(including

rossicus)w
ithin

the
second,w

hich
has

been
nam

ed
A

.serrirostris.
T

he
specim

en
has

been
donated

to
T

ullie
H

ouse
M

useum
collections

for
future

reference.
F

rank
M

aw
by,ÔW

aysideÕ,K
irkbride,W

igton,C
um

bria
C

A
7

5JR

M
ass

m
ortality

ofR
azorbills

and
otherseabirds

on
the

C
um

bria
coastin

February
2014

–
a
postscript

In
the

early
m

onths
of

2014
there

w
as

a
large

w
reck

of
seabirds

on
the

coast
of

C
um

bria,
m

ainly
involving

R
azorbills

(A
lca

torda),
G

uillem
ots

(U
ria

aalge)
and

K
ittiw

akes
(R

issa
tridactyla).A

survey
to

determ
ine

the
num

bers
of

birds
w

ashed
ashore,the

speciesinvolved,theiragesand
originsetc

w
ascarried

outin
M

arch
2014

and
a

report
of

the
findings

com
piled

(Sellers,2014).T
his

note
sum

m
arises

som
e

additionalinform
ation

thathas
since

com
e

to
light.

T
he

B
ritish

T
rustforO

rnithologyÕsannualringing
reportfor2014

(R
obinson

etal.,
2015)listsseven

additionalringing
recoveries,detailsofw

hich
are

show
n

in
T

able
1.

T
hese

bring
the

total
num

ber
of

R
azorbill

recoveries
in

C
um

bria
generated

by
the

w
reck

to
18.O

fthese
12

(67%
)w

ere
from

colonies
around

the
Irish

Sea
(eightfrom

W
ales,tw

o
from

Ireland
and

one
from

the
Isle

ofM
an)and

six
(33%

)from
the

w
est

coast
of

Scotland.T
he

additional
K

ittiw
ake

recovery
w

as
a

bird
ringed

in
France,

w
hich,w

ith
the

single
previous

recovery,a
bird

from
N

orw
ay,em

phasises
the

w
ide

catchm
entarea

ofK
ittiw

akes
found

in
the

coastalw
aters

offC
um

bria
in

late
w

inter.
T

he
final

new
recovery

w
as

a
G

annet
(M

orus
bassanus)

from
an

Irish
colony.

C
uriously

no
G

uillem
otrecoveries

w
ere

found
during

the
M

arch
2014

survey
and

none
w

ere
recorded

in
C

um
bria

according
to

the
B

T
O

on-line
ringing

report.T
here

w
as

one
recovery

on
the

north
side

of
the

Solw
ay

atE
astriggs

(a
bird

ringed
seven

years
ago

as
a

nestling
on

Skom
er,Pem

brokeshire);tw
o

others
from

furtherw
eston

the
G

allow
ay

coasthad
been

m
arked

respectively
on

Skom
er(as

a
nestling

ten
years

ago)and
on

Puffin
Island,A

nglesey
(as

an
adultfouryears

ago).L
im

ited
though

the
inform

ation
is,it

appears
that

the
G

uillem
ots

involved
in

w
reck

w
ere

draw
n

from
m

uch
the

sam
e

area
as

the
R

azorbills.
T

he
sam

ple
ofR

azorbillrecoveriesisnow
large

enough
to

allow
an

estim
ate

ofthe
age

distribution
of

the
birds

involved
in

the
w

reck
to

be
m

ade.
T

hus
of

the
18

recoveries
now

available,there
w

ere
none

in
theirfirstyearoflife,tw

o
(11%

)w
ere

im
m

ature
birds

(thatis
w

ere
in

theirsecond
orthird

yearoflife)and
16

(89%
)w

ere
adults

(fouryears
orm

ore
old).T

he
equivalentfigures

deduced
from

the
num

berof
grooves

on
the

bills
ofa

sam
ple

of77
birds

w
as

1.3%
first-years,10.4%

im
m

atures

Table
1.A

dditionalrecords
on
the

origins
ofringed

seabirds
recovered

in
C
um
bria

during
the

2014
w
reck

N
otes

&
R

ecords
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and
88.3%

adults
Ð

excellent
agreem

ent
given

the
com

paratively
sm

all
num

ber
of

recoveries
available.

D
espite

the
often

large
num

bers
of

birds
involved,these

w
recks

do
not

alw
ays

result
in

significant
changes

to
breeding

num
bers

and
it

seem
ed

of
interest

to
determ

ine
w

hatim
pact,ifany,the

2014
w

reck
m

ighthave
had

on
auks

atC
um

briaÕs
only

breeding
colony

atStB
ees

H
ead.B

ased
on

data
kindly

supplied
by

the
R

SPB
,

there
w

ere
101

individualR
azorbillsthere

in
2014,a

reduction
of55%

on
the

previous
year,just51%

of
the

m
ean

countfor
the

five
years

betw
een

2009
and

2013
and

the
low

est
count

in
the

previous
tw

enty
years.R

azorbill
num

bers
at

St
B

ees
are

quite
variable,buteven

so
these

figuressuggesta
substantialreduction

in
num

bersin
2014,

w
ith

the
w

reck
being

the
m

ostlikely
cause.T

he
equivalentfigures

forthe
G

uillem
ot

w
ere

9,257
individuals

in
2014,dow

n
4%

on
2013

(in
other

w
ords

w
ellw

ithin
the

norm
alrange

of
variation)

and
actually

above
the

m
ean

for
the

previous
five

years,
suggesting

no
significantim

pact.

A
cknow

ledgem
ent

Ithank
D

ave
B

lackledge
and

the
R

SPB
form

aking
available

the
countsofR

azorbills
and

C
om

m
on

G
uillem

ots
breeding

atStB
ees.

R
eferences

R
obinson,R

.A
.,L

eech,D
.I.&

C
lark,J.A

.(2015)
T

he
O

nline
D

em
ography

R
eport:

B
ird

ringing
and

nestrecording
in

B
ritain

&
Ireland

in
2014.T

hetford,B
T

O
(http://

w
w

w
.bto.org/ringing-report)

(accessed
12

A
ug

2015).
Sellers,R

.M
.(2014)M

ass
m

ortality
ofR

azorbills
and

otherseabirds
on

the
coastof

C
um

bria
in

February
2014.Lakeland

N
aturalist,2:63-71.

R
obin

M
.Sellers,C

rag
H

ouse,E
llerslie

P
ark,G

osforth,C
um

bria
C

A
20

1B
L

e-m
ail:

sellers@
craghouse7.freeserve.co.uk

R
iverEden

erosion
atW

arw
ick

H
olm

e,w
inter2015–16

T
he

flooding
events

of
late

2015
and

early
2016

had
w

ell-docum
ented

and
severe

effects
in

m
any

parts
of

the
county.

W
atercourses

w
ere

frequently
overw

helm
ed,

initiating
erosion,

often
on

a
substantial

scale.
A

s
in

2005,
the

E
den

im
m

ediately
dow

nstream
of

W
etheral

tem
porarily

covered
the

fields
to

the
east

of
the

river
Ð

form
ing

an
im

pressive,if
short-lived,ÔlakeÕ.T

he
E

nvironm
entA

gencyÕs
station

at
this

point
recorded

an
all-tim

e
m

axim
um

flood
level

there
on

6
D

ecem
ber

2015
(5.83m

above
datum

).R
oadside

hedgesw
ere

over-topped
and

filled
w

ith
w

ater-borne
dŽbris.Severe

erosion
occurred

on
the

east
bank

in
particular.A

lthough
trees

and

bouldersvariously
held

the
line

ofthe
existing

eastbank,the
riverscoured

outa
large

ÔlagoonÕ
(som

e
20

m
etres

w
ide

and
severaltim

es
thatin

length)
in

the
fields

beside
it,rem

oving
huge

quantities
of

m
aterial,and

just
stopping

short
of

breaking
back

though
into

the
m

ain
river.Shingle

beds
and

m
ud

ÔcliffsÕvariously
bordered

the
new

feature.(O
ystercatchers

w
ere

already
show

ing
m

uch
interestin

the
form

er
w

hen
I

visited.)M
uch

sand,presum
ably

m
ainly

from
this

hollow
,w

as
deposited

across
the

adjacentfields.V
ery

strong
w

inds
in

late
January

began
m

oving
this

dow
nw

ind,the
hedgesform

ing
effectiveÔdune-stabilisation

barriersÕ,filtering
thesand,w

hich
w

ould
otherw

ise
have

covered
the

adjacentroad
m

uch
m

ore
deeply

than
itdid.T

he
flotsam

filled
the

fullheightofthe
hedgeshereabouts,perhapsto

prove
usefulasnest-building

m
aterial

for
birds.T

he
exact

cause
of

the
form

ation
of

the
new

Ôw
ater

featureÕ
is

unclear:possibly
itis

partly
the

resultofthe
breakage

ofthe
high

capacity
drain

that
flow

s
under

the
field,softening

the
subsoilata

pointnear
the

upstream
end

of
the

ÔlagoonÕ.Plate
9

gives
som

e
indication

ofw
hatis

described
above.Such

changes
to

the
locallandscape

give
a

vivid
dem

onstration
ofthe

pow
erofthe

river:itrem
ains

to
be

seen
w

hetherfurtherextrem
e

w
eatherw

illre-form
this

feature,w
hich

already
has

been
substantially

infilled
to

restore
agriculturaluse.

D
avid

C
larke,B

urnfoot,C
um

w
hitton,B

ram
pton

C
A

8
9E

X

Tw
o
w
hite

R
avens

–
the

earliestpublished
reference

to
birds

in
C
um
bria?

In
1544

W
illiam

T
urner

published
in

L
atin

a
slim

volum
e

entitled
A

vium
praecipuarum

,quarum
apud

P
linium

etA
ristotelem

m
entio

est,brevis
etsuccincta

historia
(A

Shortand
SuccinctA

ccountofthe
P

rincipalB
irdsM

entioned
by

P
liny

and
A

ristotle),often
cited

as
the

firstprinted
book

to
be

devoted
entirely

to
birds.A

s
the

title
suggests

itw
as

partly
a

rew
orking

of
earlier

m
aterial,butcontained

also
m

uch
original

observation
by

T
urner

him
self.

O
ne

aside
is

of
particular

interest
as

it
concerns

C
um

bria.Itreads
(from

the
E

nglish
translation

by
E

vans,1903):
In

the
year1548,in

the
m

onth
ofA

ugust,Isaw
tw

o
w

hite
R

avensfrom
the

sam
e

nest,
and

handled
them

atthe
very

place
in

C
um

berland
ofourB

ritain,bred
on

the
property

ofa
lord

ofthatcounty,and
trained

for
bird-catching

justlike
haw

ks.F
or

they
had

been
taughtboth

to
sitquietly

on
the

arm
ofthe

falconer,and
w

hen
loosed

to
fly

as
quickly

as
possible

to
his

calland
sign

even
from

a
distance.

Q
uite

how
T

urnerm
anaged

to
record

an
eventthatapparently

took
place

fouryears
afterpublication

Ihave
notbeen

able
to

resolve.Ican
find

no
evidence

thatm
ore

than
one

edition
ofthe

originalw
as

published
(see

forinstance,M
ullens

&
Sw

ann,1917),
and

the
m

ostlikely
explanation

isthatthe
1548

date
iseithera

m
istake

introduced
by

the
person

w
ho

did
the

typesetting
of

the
original

text
or

an
error

inadvertently

N
otes

&
R

ecords



16
-

-
17

Lakeland
N

aturalist
4:1

introduced
by

E
vans.

It
is

alw
ays

dangerous
to

claim
ÔfirstsÕ

but,
w

hatever
the

explanation
for

this
curious

inconsistency,
it

seem
s

that
this

m
ight

be
the

earliest
published

reference
to

birds
in

C
um

bria.T
he

nextthatIam
aw

are
ofdid

notappear
until

w
ell

over
a

century
later,

and
is

contained
in

The
O

rnithology
of

F
rancis

W
illughby

published
in

L
atin

in
1676

and
tw

o
years

later
in

E
nglish

(R
ay,1678).It

refersto
O

spreysnesting
in

W
hinfield

Park
(m

odern
day

W
hinfellPark),nearPenrith.

R
eferences

E
vans,A

.H
.(1903)

Turner
on

B
irds.C

am
bridge:U

niversity
Press,p.211.

M
ullens,

W
.H

.
&

Sw
ann,

H
.K

.
(1917)

A
B

ibliography
of

B
ritish

O
rnithology.

L
ondon:M

acm
illan

&
C

o,pp.596-600.
R

ay,J.(1678)
The

O
rnithology

ofF
rancis

W
illughby.L

ondon:John
M

artyn,p.21.
T

urner,W
.(1544)A

vium
praecipuarum

,quarum
apud

P
linium

etA
ristotelem

m
entio

est,brevis
et

succincta
historia

[A
Short

and
Succinct

A
ccount

of
the

P
rincipal

B
irds

M
entioned

by
P

liny
and

A
ristotle].C

ologne:G
ym

nicus.

R
obin

M
.Sellers,C

rag
H

ouse,E
llerslie

P
ark,G

osforth,C
um

bria
C

A
20

1B
L

e-m
ail:

sellers@
craghouse7.freeserve.co.uk

B
eetles

on
‘W
ainw

rights’1970–2015

D
avid

A
tty

B
eckhouse

M
ill,E

m
bleton,C

ockerm
outh

C
A

13
9TN

T
he

pleasures
of

fell-w
alking

have
been

enhanced
for

m
e,over

m
any

years,by
the

discovery
of

various
beetles

on
the

tops,w
hereas

to
clim

b
up

solely
to

search
for

insects
can

be
very

frustrating.E
ven

on
M

idsum
m

erD
ay

2003,forexam
ple,only

a
single

species
w

as
to

be
found

on
Skiddaw

above
2600ft.

T
able

1
listsm

ontane
orm

oorland
beetles,w

ith
the

m
axim

um
altitude

atw
hich

IÕve
found

each
species,

in
the

seven
areas

corresponding
to

the
seven

books
of

W
ainw

rightÕs
P

ictorialG
uides

to
the

Lakeland
F

ells
(1955-1966):N

orth
W

estern,
N

orthern,E
astern,C

entral,W
estern,Southern,FarE

astern.T
he

totalnum
berofm

y
ow

n
records

for
each

species
on

the
fells,

say
above

1200ft,
is

show
n

in
the

first
colum

n.A
llthese

heights
are

in
feet,notm

etres,in
the

spiritofW
ainw

right(and
to

accord
w

ith
the

precise
data

on
m

y
record

cards
and

m
aps).ÔA

.W
.Õ

him
self

noted
beetles

only
once:a

sw
arm

ofladybirds
(presum

ably
7-spot)on

the
sum

m
itofC

aw
,

D
unnerdale

(one
ofhis

ÔO
utlying

FellsÕ)in
1972.A

s
w

illbe
apparent,this

accountis
biased

tow
ardsthe

northern
halfofC

um
bria:m

uch
ofm

y
w

alking
on

the
Southern

and
FarE

astern
fellsw

asenjoyed
on

holidaysbefore
1987,and

in
early

M
ay

and
O

ctober,
notthe

besttim
es

form
ontane

beetles.T
he

scientific
nam

es
ofthe

77
species

listed
are

in
conform

ity
w

ith
D

uff,2012.
M

y
criterion

for
ranking

a
species

as
m

ontane
is:those

beetles
w

hich
are

found
regularly,ifnotexclusively,on

higherground,say
above

1200ft.A
lso

included
in

the
list,in

italics,are
som

e
others

w
hich

can
be

seen
on

the
fells,butnorm

ally
occurat

low
erlevels.(H

ereagain
thetotalfiguregiven

isonly
forrecordsathigherlevels.)O

ne
exam

ple
is

the
com

m
on

black
ground

beetle
P

terostichus
m

adidus;
its

frequent
appearanceon

thetopsm
ightbeasign

ofclim
atechangeÐ

though
thereareold

records
for

Skiddaw
and

Scafell,atunspecified
heights.

Som
e

problem
s

of
categorization

arise
w

ith
dung

beetles.M
any

species
occur

in
sheep

dung
at

all
elevations,lim

ited
only

by
ovine

w
anderings.For

instance,IÕve
found

A
phodius

contam
inatus

at2500fton
G

rasm
oor,A

phodius
depressus

at2300ft
on

B
randreth,

and
the

sm
aller

C
ercyon

im
pressus

at
2100

ft
on

Stybarrow
D

odd.
Sim

ilarly
w

ith
thesm

allercoprophagousrovebeetles:A
notylussculpturatusat2400ft

on
G

avelPike,orD
im

etrota
atram

entaria
at2100fton

ScarC
rags.A

ccordingly,IÕve
included

only
tw

o,m
ore

m
ontane,A

phodius
species.

L
ikew

ise
w

ith
beetles

of
Sphagnum

and
other

m
osses:

m
any

rove
beetles,

predatory
or

otherw
ise,are

found
in

low
land

bogs
but

also
m

uch
higher

Ð
several

Q
uedius

species
forexam

ple.A
n

extrem
e

case
w

as
P

hilonthus
varius,very

com
m

on
in

drier
m

oss
atlow

levels
butonce

found
in

m
oss

by
the

cairn
on

G
ategillFellat
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2720ft.
T

he
larger

predatory
P

hilonthus
m

arginatus
w

as
once

seen
at

3030ft
on

Skiddaw
,though

on
bare

ground.A
few

such
speciesare

listed,in
italics.Forsim

ilar
reasons

Ihave
om

itted
w

eevils
and

plantbeetles
w

hich
feed

on
heatheratm

oderate
elevations(though

Ionce
found

Strophosom
a

suson
heatherat2250fton

C
arlSide).

O
f

particular
interest

are
the

occasional
surprises:

such
as

the
three

D
ascillus

cervinus(the
so-called

O
rchid

B
eetle

Ð
a

m
isnom

er)feeding
at2840fton

B
lencathra,

orthe
large

diving
beetle

D
ytiscus

m
arginalis

in
a

poolat1915fton
L

ittle
C

alva,or
three

P
latam

bus
m

aculatus,a
w

ater
beetle

of
lake

m
argins

and
running

w
ater,in

a
sm

alltarn
at1750fton

L
ank

R
igg.B

utallthese,exceptthe
last,can

fly,unlike
the

inexplicablefreakish
occurrences:aw

inglessO
tiorrhynchusw

eevilin
m

ossat2300ft
on

B
randreth

w
asnotone

ofthe
m

ontane
speciesIw

ashoping
for(e.g.O

tiorrhynchus
arcticus

w
hich

IÕd
seen

at3480fton
A

n
T

eallach)butunm
istakably

O
tiorrhynchus

singularis,a
very

com
m

on
w

eeviloflow
land

w
oods

(and
destructive

ofpotplants),
norm

ally
found

below
600ft;or,equally

odd,the
large

flightless
ground

beetle
A

bax
ater

at2580fton
G

risedale
Pike.

Ihave
notincorporated

records
by

othercoleopterists,noteven
forthose

rarities
w

hich
IÕve

notseen
in

C
um

bria:N
ebria

nivalisat3200fton
ScafellPike

(m
ine

tw
ice

at3350fton
L

iathach,T
orridon),orLeistus

m
ontanus

below
Pike

ofStickle,and
on

low
er

hills.
M

ontane
fauna

and
flora

are
the

species
m

ost
threatened

by
clim

ate
change.

T
hough

itis
hard

to
m

easure
increasing

rarity
from

m
y

records,itm
ay

be
significant

that
in

2009
on

Skiddaw
,I

found
P

terostichus
m

adidus,a
large

flightless
ground

beetle,very
com

m
on

atlow
erlevels

and
in

gardens,at3000
ft,butnone

ofthe
rarer

m
ontane

species
of

previous
visits

in
earlier

years.

R
eference

D
uff,

A
.G

.
(E

d.)
(2012)

C
hecklist

of
beetles

of
the

B
ritish

Isles,
2

nd
edn.

Iver:
Pem

berley
B

ooks.

[ÔW
ainw

rightsÕ
in

this
contextare

any
L

ake
D

istricthills
over

1000
fthigh

and/or
appearing

in
one

of
the

seven
guides

published
by

A
.W

ainw
right,1955Ð66.E

d.]

B
eetles

on
ÔW

ainw
rightsÕ

1970Ð2015

Table
1.Beetles

from
‘W
ainw

rights’–
see

text
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B
atresearch

atthe
R
SPB

G
eltsdale

reserve,C
um

bria

Tina
W

iffen

Stagsike
C

ottages,H
allbankgate,B

ram
pton,C

um
bria

C
A

8
1P

Y

m
alinka1999@

btinternet.com

T
he

R
oyalSociety

forthe
Protection

ofB
irdsÕG

eltsdale
reserve

isan
im

portantnature
reserve

on
the

north-w
estedge

ofthe
C

um
bria

Pennines.Itisnoted
forB

lack
G

rouse,
breeding

w
adersand

W
hinchat.H

ow
ever,notallofthe

research
isbird-focused.T

he
im

portance
of

the
reserve

for
bats

has
em

erged
in

recent
years:

this
short

report
outlines

the
currentbatresearch

being
undertaken

by
m

e
w

ithin
the

reserve.
B

atactivity
surveys,using

both
zero-crossing

and
tim

e-expansion
batdetectors,

w
ere

undertaken
at

B
inney

B
ank,G

eltsdale
in

July,A
ugust

and
Septem

ber
2012.

T
hese

surveys
confirm

ed
the

presence
of

M
yotis

species,
C

om
m

on
Pipistrelle

(P
ipistrelluspipistrellus)and

Soprano
Pipistrelle

(P
.pygm

aeus),flying
and

foraging
w

ithin
the

w
oodland.Sound

analysisofthe
batcallsusing

ÔA
nalookÕand

ÔB
atSoundÕ

softw
are

suggested
thatthe

M
yotis

species
presentinclude

D
aubenton's

B
at(M

yotis
daubentonii)

and
N

attererÕs
B

at
(M

.
nattereri).

In
addition,

tw
o

bat
passes

w
ere

recorded
thatw

ereindicativeofL
eislerÕsB

at(N
yctalusleisleri).T

hisisan
uncom

m
on

batin
C

um
bria.

Follow
ing

on
from

this
survey

w
ork,a

static
batdetectorw

as
placed

atC
low

sgill
lim

e
kiln

and
T

ottergill
lim

e
kiln

(plate
6)

in
O

ctober
2012.A

t
C

low
sgill,M

yotis
speciesand

C
om

m
on

Pipistrelle
w

ere
recorded.A

tT
ottergilllim

e
kiln

over4,900
bat

callfilesw
ere

recorded
during

the
nightof9Ð10

O
ctober2012.Sound

analysisofbat
calls

identified
M

yotis
species,C

om
m

on
and

Soprano
Pipistrelle

flying
around

the
kiln,analysis

of
tim

e-expansion
calls

identified
som

e
of

the
M

yotis
species

calls
as

N
atterer'sB

at.M
yotisspeciesw

ere
observed

flying
w

ithin
the

lim
e

kiln
on

13
O

ctober
2012,and

itis
thoughtthatthis

kiln
m

aybe
an

im
portantsw

arm
ing

site
and

potential
hibernaculum

.Sw
arm

ing
takes

place
in

autum
n,from

late
July

to
O

ctober,and
is

characterised
by

bats
flying

in
and

outof
underground

sites.Sw
arm

ing
is

know
n

to
be

an
im

portantfunction
ofm

ating
and

gene
flow

in
M

yotisand
P

lecotusspeciesbats
(G

lover
&

A
ltringham

,2008).
B

ased
on

the
high

levels
of

bat
activity

around
T

ottergill
lim

e
kiln,

a
research

projecthasbeen
setup

to
try

to
understand

how
the

batsare
using

thiskiln
in

autum
n.

A
totalof105

bats
ofseven

species
has

been
caughtunderlicence

betw
een

2013
and

2015.
N

attererÕs
B

atis
the

m
ostnum

erous
species

caught,w
ith

36
individuals

ringed.
Fourringed

bats
have

been
re-trapped.N

otable
re-captures

include
Y

4927,an
adult

m
ale

ringed
on

14
Septem

ber
2013

and
then

caught
roosting

in
the

kiln
on

29
Septem

ber
2014

and
again

on
26

Septem
ber

2015
and

Y
4948,an

adultm
ale

ringed
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on
4

O
ctober2013

and
re-trapped

in
the

kiln
on

31
A

ugust2015.T
en

N
attererÕsB

ats
have

been
recorded

roosting
w

ithin
the

kiln
on

survey
nights,w

ith
three

bats
present

in
the

kiln
on

17
Septem

ber
2014.

Seven
W

hiskered
B

ats(M
.m

ystacinus)and
nine

D
aubentonÕsB

atshave
also

been
caughtand

ringed
atthe

kiln.T
hese

batsare
presentearlierin

the
trapping

period
than

the
N

attererÕs
B

at,
w

ith
activity

tailing
off

by
early

Septem
ber.

A
dditionally,

ten
B

row
n

L
ong-eared

B
ats

(P
lecotus

auritus)
have

been
caughtatthe

kiln
entrance.

N
octule

(N
yctalus

noctula),
C

om
m

on
and

Soprano
Pipistrelle

have
also

been
caughtatthis

site,w
ith

both
C

om
m

on
and

Soprano
Pipistrelle

caughtentering
the

kiln.O
n

10
N

ovem
ber2015

a
ringed

N
attererÕs

B
atw

as
found

deep
in

a
crevice

in
the

kiln.T
he

lastdigitofthe
ring

could
be

read,narrow
ing

this
batdow

n
to

one
ofthree

individuals,allm
ale,tw

o
firstcaughtin

Septem
ber2014

and
onein

A
ugust2015.T

his
is

the
firstbatthathas

been
seen

in
daytim

e
roosting

w
ithin

the
kiln

structure.For
further

details
of

the
batresearch

atT
ottergillsee

W
iffen,2016.

W
hilst

m
ost

of
the

research
has

focused
on

the
lim

e
kiln

at
T

ottergill,
other

im
portantdiscoveries

have
been

m
ade

elsew
here

w
ithin

the
reserve.

O
ne

of
the

farm
houses

on
the

reserve
w

as
surveyed

for
bats

in
2013

and
bat

droppings
w

ere
found

in
the

loft.D
N

A
analysis

confirm
ed

presence
ofa

W
hiskered

B
atroost,the

only
know

n
roostforthisspecieson

the
reserve,and

atthe
tim

e
the

first
record

for
R

SPB
G

eltsdale.
In

2014
a

single
B

row
n

L
ong-eared

B
atw

asfound
hibernating

in
a

culvertunderthe
railw

ay
tunnelÐ

see
plate

7
(w

hich
show

s
the

ears
folded

back,exposing
prom

inent
tragi).T

his
individualw

as
found

during
a

hibernation
survey

in
January

and
w

as
still

present
in

M
arch.

T
his

species
had

not
previously

been
recorded

roosting
on

the

reserve.Itw
as

notpresentduring
w

inter2014Ð15
butw

as
recorded

again
in

January
2016.
In

2015
the

R
SPB

acquired
land

atForestH
ead,including

a
large

four-potlim
e

kiln.
T

his
kiln

is
used

by
roosting

bats,w
ith

three
N

attererÕs
B

atpresenton
22

June
2015

and
tw

o
presenton

tw
o

datesin
N

ovem
ber.Passivebatdetectorsurveyshaverecorded

D
aubentonÕs

B
at,N

attererÕs
B

at,N
octule,C

om
m

on
and

Soprano
Pipistrelle

in
the

vicinity
ofthe

kiln.B
ased

on
the

survey
w

ork
to

date,this
site

could
be

on
a

parw
ith

T
ottergilllim

e
kiln

for
batinterest;m

ore
w

ork
is

planned
there

in
2016.

In
2015,the

R
SPB

also
acquired

C
leskettH

olm
e,a

ruined
farm

house
in

low
land

pasture.A
passive

detectorrecorded
M

yotis
species,N

yctalus
species,C

om
m

on
and

Soprano
Pipistrelle

activity
around

the
ruin,w

ith
a

noticeable
increase

in
C

om
m

on
Pipistrelle

activity
in

late
Septem

ber.M
ore

research
isneeded

to
understand

how
bats

use
this

building.
T

hus,
w

hile
the

reserve
is

know
n

for
its

birdlife,
the

bat
use

of
this

area
is

significant;T
ottergilllim

e
kiln

is
the

only
know

n
batsw

arm
ing

site
in

C
um

bria,and
the

batuse
ofsuch

upland
sitesrem

ainspoorly
understood.Seven

speciesofbathave
been

recorded
atG

eltsdale,w
ith

fourspecies
roosting

and/orhibernating
w

ithin
the

reserve.

R
eferences

G
lover,A

.M
.&

A
ltringham

,J.D
.(2008)

C
ave

selection
and

use
by

sw
arm

ing
bat

species.B
iologicalC

onservation,141:1493Ð1504.
W

iffen,
T

.
(2016)

T
ottergill

lim
e

kiln.
N

orthern
B

ats,
V

ol.
1.

[online
only,

at
w

w
w

.northernbats.uk]
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G
rey

S
eal(H

alichoerus
grypus)pups

atS
outh

W
alney

N
ature

R
eserve

D
r

E
m

ily
B

axter,M
arine

C
onservation

O
fficer

C
um

bria
W

ildlife
Trust,P

lum
garths,C

rook
R

oad,K
endal,LA

8
8LX

A
G

rey
Seal

pup
w

as
first

discovered
at

South
W

alney
N

ature
R

eserve,
W

alney
Island,by

staff
from

C
um

bria
W

ildlife
T

ruston
7

N
ovem

ber
2015.T

he
seals

have
been

using
the

protected
beaches

to
hauloutand

restSouth
W

alney
N

ature
R

eserve
for

decades,butthere
are

no
previous

records
of

births
there

Ð
or

elsew
here

on
the

C
um

bria
coast.*

T
he

pup
w

as
approxim

ately
three

to
fourdays

old
w

hen
firstfound

and
the

m
otherislikely

to
have

been
an

inexperienced,first-tim
e

parentthatregularly
uses

the
beaches

atSouth
W

alney
as

a
haul-outsite.Itw

as
initially

thoughtthatthis
m

ightbe
a

Ôone-offÕoccurrence.H
ow

ever,justa
couple

ofw
eeks

latera
second

pup
w

as
born

on
the

R
eserve

(plate
8).

U
nlike

pupsofthe
H

arbourorC
om

m
on

Seal(P
hoca

vitulina),those
ofG

rey
Seals

are
born

w
ith

thick
w

hite
furand

are
notable

to
sw

im
very

w
ellatfirst.T

his
m

akes
ithighly

likely
thatthe

pups
w

ere
born

on
the

island.T
he

pups
spentaround

three
to

fourw
eekson

the
island

before
m

oulting
theirfluffy

w
hite

natalcoatsand
heading

out
to

sea
to

fend
for

them
selves

butstaying
in

the
localarea

of
the

R
eserve.

D
uring

the
1970sand

80s,G
rey

Sealsw
ere

seen
only

singly
around

W
alney

Island.
Since

then
their

num
bers

have
increased,w

ith
over

100
individuals

now
regularly

recorded
on

and
around

the
island

atcertain
tim

es
of

the
year.Figure

1
show

s
the

num
bers

of
recorded

in
recentyears.

G
rey

Seals
have

an
annual,synchronous

breeding
cycle

and
fem

ales
give

birth
in

the
autum

n
to

a
single

pup
atthe

sam
e

tim
e

each
year.T

hey
usually

return
to

theirow
n

place
of

birth
to

breed
year

on
year

in
the

sam
e

location.T
ow

ards
the

end
of

the
w

eaning
period

they
w

ill
m

ate
again.It

is
thus

possible
that

the
tw

o
m

others
m

ay
choose

to
com

e
back

to
pup

again
in

2016.Furtherm
ore,ifthe

pups
are

fem
ale

they
too

m
ay

return
to

pup
here

in
the

future
w

hen
they

m
ature.W

hether
South

W
alney

N
ature

R
eserve

w
illbecom

e
an

established
pupping

site
and

breeding
colony

rem
ains

to
be

seen.
A

pproxim
ately

38%
ofthe

w
orldÕs

G
rey

Seals
breed

around
the

U
K

form
ing

part
ofthe

reproductively
isolated

population
in

the
north-eastA

tlantic.Since
the

end
of

legalhunting
in

the
U

K
in

the
late

1970s,G
rey

Sealnum
bershave

recovered,and
the

num
berofpups

born
increased

ata
rate

of6%
peryearin

the
1980s

and
90s.In

m
ore

recentyears
the

rate
ofincrease

has
slow

ed.T
here

are
a

lotofunansw
ered

questions
overifand/orw

hy
the

colony
on

South
W

alney
N

ature
R

eserve
has

started
to

breed.
T

he
T

rustw
illbe

observing
the

colony
overthe

com
ing

yearsto
find

outm
ore.T

o
help

w
ith

thisitisin
the

processofinstalling
tw

o
high

definition
cam

erasto
capture

activity
atthe

sealhaul-outsite.O
ne

w
illbe

on
H

aw
s

PointSpitw
here

the
seals

spend
m

uch
oftheirtim

e
and

the
otherw

illbe
on

located
on

G
royne

H
ide

to
capture

sealactivity
athigh

tide.Itis
hoped

thatthe
cam

eras
w

illsoon
be

stream
ing

live
on

the
T

rustÕs
w

ebsite.
T

he
sealsurveys

on
South

W
alney

w
ere

initiated
by

a
volunteergroup

m
ore

than
a

decade
ago.Forthe

pastfive
years,surveys

have
been

carried
outevery

tw
o

to
four

w
eeks

betw
een

Septem
ber

and
M

arch
by

trainees
from

C
um

bria
and

L
ancashire

W
ildlife

T
rustsÕ

M
arine

and
C

oastalH
eritage

Program
m

e,funded
by

the
H

eritage
L

ottery
Fund.

*
G

ary
H

edges
has

kindly
checked

C
um

bria
B

iodiversity
D

ata
C

entre
records

and
historical

sources:
interestingly,

H
.A

.
M

acphersonÕs
authoritative

A
V

ertebrate
F

auna
ofLakeland

(1892)
contains

no
m

ention
of

the
G

rey
Seal.

Figure
1.G

rey
Sealnum

bers
atSouth

W
alney

N
ature

R
eserve

1981
to
present
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The
history

ofthe
identification

ofthe
‘Iceland

R
edshank’

Tringa
totanus

robusta
(S
chiøler,1919)as

a
C
um

brian
bird

R
obin

M
.Sellers

C
rag

H
ouse,E

llerslie
P

ark,G
osforth,C

um
bria

C
A

20
1B

L

e-m
ail:

sellers@
craghouse7.freeserve.co.uk

T
w

o
subspeciesofthe

R
edshank

(Tringa
totanus(L

innaeus,1758))occurin
B

ritain,
nom

inate
totanus,the

form
w

hich
breeds

in
B

ritain,Ireland
and

m
uch

ofcontinental
E

urope,and
robusta,thatfound

in
Iceland

and
the

Faeroes,and
som

etim
es

referred
to

asthe
Iceland

R
edshank,(H

arrop
etal.,2013;C

ram
p

&
Sim

m
ons,1982).T

he
tw

o
differ

slightly
as

to
plum

age
in

the
breeding

season,
but

in
w

inter
their

external
appearance

isidenticalforallpracticalpurposes(C
ram

p
&

Sim
m

ons,1982)and
other

m
eans

have
to

be
used

to
distinguish

betw
een

the
tw

o.
T

he
tw

o
subspecies

differslightly
in

size,robusta
being

the
largerofthe

tw
o,but

there
is

m
uch

overlap
in

the
characteristics

com
m

only
used

to
assess

body
size

such
asw

ing,tail,billand
tarsuslength.T

he
follow

ing
isa

listofthe
criticalvaluesofthese

four
m

easures
for

distinguishing
betw

een
nom

inate
totanus

and
robusta

based
on

m
easurem

ents
of

m
useum

skins
quoted

in
C

ram
p

&
Sim

m
ons,1982.

M
ales:

T.t.robusta
if

w
ing

length
>168

m
m

,taillength
>72

m
m

,
billlength

>41
m

m
and

tarsus
length

>49
m

m
.

F
em

ales:T.t.robusta
if

w
ing

length
>172

m
m

,taillength
>76

m
m

,
billlength

>44
m

m
and

tarsus
length

>51
m

m
.

Itshould
be

em
phasised

thatthese
figuresare

based
on

m
odestsam

ple
sizesand

can
atbestgive

only
an

approxim
ate

indication
ofthe

values
thathave

to
be

exceeded
to

be
certain

thatany
individualbird

is
indeed

an
Iceland

R
edshank.

T
he

first
published

indication
that

Iceland
R

edshanks
occur

in
C

um
bria

is
contained

in
a

note
published

in
B

ritish
B

irds
and

refers
to

a
specim

en
collected

at
M

egazine
Scar

off
B

arrow
-in-Furness

in
w

hatw
as

then
L

ancashire
on

21
O

ctober
1933

(C
oom

bes,
1935).

T
he

bird
w

as
an

adult
fem

ale
and

appears
to

have
been

identified
as

robusta
prim

arily
on

the
strength

of
its

w
ing,

tail
and

bill
lengths.

C
oom

besalso
noted

thathe
w

asÔable
to

com
pare

itin
the

flesh
w

ith
thirteen

C
om

m
on

R
edhanks[i.e.birdsofthe

nom
inate

subspecies]w
hich

w
ere

shotthe
sam

e
day

...and
this

bird
appeared

greyer:
but...notdarker

above
or

m
ore

streaked
below

than
average

adultspecim
ens

ofthe
C

om
m

on
R

edshank.ÕT
he

skin
w

as
also

exam
ined

by
H

.F.W
itherby

w
ho

confirm
ed

the
identification.

A
second

Iceland
R

edshank
ism

entioned
by

B
lezard

etal.,1943.T
hisbird,a

m
ale,

had
been

shoton
the

C
um

brian
side

of
the

Solw
ay

Firth
on

16
D

ecem
ber

1904.Its
identification

w
as

confirm
ed

by
G

.C
.L

ow
ofthe

N
aturalH

istory
M

useum
,L

ondon
in

the
follow

ing
w

ords
(L

ow
,1938):ÔThe

R
edshank

sentup
for

identification
is

an
Iceland

R
edshank

(T
ringa

totanus
robusta).Thatitis

a
R

edshank
and

nota
D

usky
R

edshank
is

show
n

by
its

w
hite

secondaries.The
w

ing
163

m
m

is
large

and
brings

it
into

the
range

of
T

.t.robusta
and

the
tim

e
ofyearitw

asobtained
isalso

correct.The
very

dark
colour

is
principally

due
to

dirt.Õ
T

he
skin

now
exists

as
a

m
ounted

specim
en

in
T

ullie
H

ouse
M

useum
.

Several
other

skins
in

the
T

ullie
H

ouse
collection

are
labelled

as
Iceland

R
edshanks.

T
hese,

together
w

ith
the

records
described

in
the

previous
tw

o
paragraphs,are

listed
below

in
the

orderin
w

hich
they

w
ere

taken
(though

this
is

not
necessarily

the
sequence

in
w

hich
they

w
ere

identified
as

being
Iceland

R
edshanks).

W
L*

TL*
B

L*
TS*

(1)
R

ockcliffe,11
M

ar
1884,!

167
67

-
-

(2)
Skinburness,31

D
ec

1884,"
164

62
-

-
(3)

C
um

berland
Solw

ay,16
D

ec
1904,!

163 
-

-
-

(4)
B

arrow
-in-Furness,21

O
ct1933,ad

"
169

¤
-

43
52

(5)
A

llonby,22
Sep

1956,"
168

56
44

-
(6)

R
.W

am
pool,N

ew
ton,27

Jan
1963,"

168
65

43
-

*
W

L
,w

ing
length;

T
L

,tail
length;

B
L

,bill
length;

T
S,tarsus

length;
all

m
easurem

ents
in

m
m

.
 

B
ased

on
m

easurem
entquoted

in
letterfrom

L
ow

to
B

lezard
quote

above.
¤

N
ote

thatthe
w

ing
length

m
easured

by
C

oom
besw

hen
the

bird
w

asfreshly
dead

w
as

171
m

m
;

skins
shrink

w
ith

age
and

the
figure

quoted
is

an
estim

ate
of

the
likely

figure
allow

ing
for

shrinkage.

T
he

only
figure

here
that

exceeds
the

critical
values

listed
above

is
that

for
tarsus

length
in

the
B

arrow
-in-Furness

bird
Ð

butitexceeds
the

criticalvalue
by

just1
m

m
and

is
nota

sound
dem

onstration
thatthe

bird
w

as
in

factan
Iceland

R
edshank.N

one
of

the
other

biom
etric

data
provide

convincing
evidence

for
its

occurrence
in

the
county.A

llare
close

to
the

upperlim
itofnom

inate
totanusbirds,and

m
ay

be
Iceland

R
edshanks,butthese

data
do

notestablish
unequivocally

thatthatis
so.

A
m

ore
sophisticated

approach
to

the
analysisofR

edshank
biom

etric
data

hasbeen
used

by
H

ale
(1973).In

thishe
took

five
m

easuresofbody
size

(w
ing,tail,bill,tarsus

length
and

tarsus
w

idth)
and

com
bined

them
to

determ
ine

the
m

ostlikely
area

that
individualw

intering
birds

cam
e

from
(there

is
good

sum
m

ary
ofthe

m
ethod

in
H

ale
(1980).T

hisw
orksw

ellw
hen

applied
to

populationsand
m

akesitpossible
to

estim
ate

w
hatpercentage

ofthe
birds

is
likely

to
be

nom
inate

totanus
orrobusta,forinstance.
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Itislesssatisfactory
atthe

levelofthe
individualbird

since
form

ally
itonly

indicates
the

likelihood
thata

certain
bird

is
one

subspecies
orthe

other.H
ale

show
s

a
num

ber
ofIceland

R
edshanksasoccurring

in
C

um
bria,butregrettably

no
detailsofindividual

birds
are

available.
Skins

in
the

T
ullie

H
ouse

collection
did

form
part

of
H

aleÕs
investigation

(D
.C

larke,pers.com
m

.)
and

presum
ably

include
those

listed
above.

H
ow

ever,w
hilststrongly

indicative,they
do

notform
ally

provideasingle,undoubted
record

of
an

Iceland
R

edshank
in

C
um

bria.
In

m
any

w
ays

the
biom

etric
approach

is
now

som
ew

hat
academ

ic,
as

ringing
recoveries,m

ainly
generated

since
the

1970s,establish
unequivocally

thatIceland
R

edshanks
do

occurin
C

um
bria.T

o
the

end
of2014

there
had

been
13

interchanges
betw

een
C

um
bria

and
Iceland

Ð
seven

recoveries
in

Iceland
of

birds
ringed

in
C

um
bria

and
six

ofbirdsringed
in

Iceland
thathad

been
found

in
C

um
bria

(R
obinson

etal.,2015).A
selection

of
these

is
given

below
:

(ISR
)

618803
4

25
M

ay
1971

G
ardsskagi,M

idnes,Iceland
R

25
O

ct1976
B

iggar
B

ank,W
alney

Island,C
um

bria

(ISR
)

619467
3

25
Jul1972

H
anarsfjordur,Iceland

R
25

O
ct1973

South-eastPoint,W
alney

Island,C
um

bria
R

14
Feb

1976
Sheep

Island,W
alney

Island,C
um

bria

D
S5715_

4
26

M
ar

1970
N

ew
biggin,B

arrow
-in-Furness,C

um
bria

X
17

Jun
1981

K
opavogur,G

ullbringn,Iceland

D
S88923

4
18

O
ct1978

H
odbarrow

,M
illom

,C
um

bria
X

10
Jun

1988
Skorradalur,B

org,Iceland
(hitby

car)

T
he

second
colum

n,firstrow
show

sthe
age

on
ringing:3

=
first-year;4

=
adult;

second
and

third
row

s
show

details
ofsubsequenthandlings:R

=
trapped;X

=
dead).ISR

is
the

code
for

the
Icelandic

R
inging

Schem
e.

From
these

recoveries
itcan

be
deduced

thatIceland
R

edshanks
occur

in
C

um
bria

typically
betw

een
O

ctober
(earliestrecord

18th)
and

M
arch

(latestrecord
26th).

C
onclusions

T
he

often
quoted

biom
etric

evidence
for

the
occurrence

of
Iceland

R
edshanks

in
C

um
bria

is
unsound

and
does

notprovide
adequate

justification
thatthis

subspecies
can

be
found

in
the

county.
T

he
evidence

from
ringing,

on
the

other
hand,

is
unequivocal.
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B
ibliography

ofC
um
brian

N
aturalH

istory:a
unique

research
resource

from
C
N
H
S

E
ver

since
2007,ex-librarian

A
llen

A
rm

sby
has

been
labouring

voluntarily
to

find
references

to
all

published
w

ork
about

the
flora

and
fauna

of
the

county,
and

its
naturalists,from

earliestknow
n

tim
es.T

his
of

course
includes

everything
thathas

appeared
underthe

auspices
ofthis

Society.T
he

accum
ulated

totalis
now

estim
ated

atover
26,000

entries!
A

nyone
(non-m

em
bers

included)
w

ishing
to

access
this

rich
resource

can
do

so
by

going
to

the
SocietyÕsw

ebsite
w

w
w

.carlislenats.org.uk.T
he

B
ibliography

appearsin
the

list
of

publications
at

the
top

R
H

S
of

the
hom

e
page.

A
PD

F
version

can
be

dow
nloaded.

It
is

a
text

docum
ent,

listing
titles

in
alphabetical

order
of

authorsÕ
nam

es,and
then

by
date.

U
se

C
trl-F

to
bring

up
a

search
box

or
the

search
facility

in
the

E
ditm

enu
ofA

dobe
R

eader.T
he

file
size

isapproxim
ately

9M
b.Itcan

be
searched

by
authorifm

ade
case-

sensitive
(C

A
PIT

A
L

S).A
non

case-sensitive
search

can
be

used
to

find
any

person
or

species
that

appears
in

the
docum

ent.A
llen

has
also

introduced
a

useful
range

of
subjectkeyw

ords
and

other
com

m
ents

in
square

brackets
follow

ing
the

references,
w

hich
can

be
used

to
speed

searches.
T

he
m

ain
categories

are:
A

m
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B
ibliographies,B
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E
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E
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T
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L
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m
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&
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ature

R
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aptors,

R
eptiles,R
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&
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s,Spiders,T

rees,W
oodland.

A
s

A
llen

him
selfadm

its,there
is

stillm
uch

to
find,and

to
enterÐ

so
the

projectis
ongoing

and
there

w
illbe

updates
atapproxim

ately
annualintervals.H

e
w

illalw
ays

be
pleased

to
receive

details
of

publications
to

be
included,and

any
com

m
ents

or
am

endm
ents

to
existing

entries.E
m

ail:m
ail@

arm
sby90.freeserve.co.uk

E
ditor
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Announcements
EditorÕs remarks
Thecurrent issueincludestwofirst-timecontributors,which isvery muchinkeepingwithour aimtobroaden

the rangeof subject matter, and to represent thestudy of natural history in all parts of thecounty.

AGM 2 March 2016
TheSocietyofficersandCouncil werere-electedtoserveforafurtheryear,withtheexceptionsof TeresaFrost

who hasmoved away and Roy Atkins, who hasresigned dueto workload. Gary Hedgeshasagreed to take
over TeresaÕs roleof Communications Officer. Stuart Colgatewas elected to Council.

DavidClarkewaselectedaLifeMember of theSociety in recognitionof hisdedicatedserviceto theSociety
over many years. He joins Geoff Horneas theonly other LifeMember.

TheSociety hasenjoyedasuccessful year withconsistently goodattendancesfor anexcellent programmeof
winter lectures and the summer field meetings, only slightly impacted by poor weather. The number of
subscribing members remains stable, with a welcome increase in the number of direct subscriptions to
Lakeland Naturalist. It was agreed that subscription rates for 2016/17 will remain unchanged from the
previous year, but may have to rise in 2017/18.

PDFsof all back issuesof CarlisleNaturalist andLakelandNaturalist will bepostedontheSocietyÕswebsite
twoyearsafter their publicationdate. Contentspagesof recent issuesof LakelandNaturalist will beposted
on thewebsiteaseach issueispublished. Thebacklog of previous issues is to bemadeavailableonline in
thenext few months. Wearevery grateful to MoustafaEwedaat CBDC for preparing these for us.

The Miltonrigg Wood survey (commemorating Geoff Naylor) has been completed and the report will be
available in hard copy at TullieHouseand via theSocietyÕs website.

TullieHouseMuseum, CastleSt, CarlisleCA3 8TPremainstheSocietyÕspostal address. Simon Jackson is
our contact there. Wearegrateful to him for much assistanceat winter meetings too.

Car lisleNHS officers and Council 2016/17
President: Stephen Hewitt
VicePresidents: David Clarke; Geoffrey Horne; Jeremy Roberts
Secretary: MarieSaag info@carlislenats.org.uk
Treasurer: AnneAbbs, 7 MoricambeCrescent, Anthorn, Wigton, CA7 5AS (tel 016973 51722)
Assistant Secretary: MikeAbbs
Recorder: Frank Mawby, ÔWaysideÕ, Kirkbride, Wigton CA7 5JR: recorder@carlislenats.org.uk
mob: 07970206164
Editor: David Clarkedavid.clarke19@virgin.net
Communications Officer: Gary Hedges recordingofficer@cbdc.org.uk
Council: Sam Griffin, Stuart Colgate, Robin Hodgson, Dorothy Iveson, Russell Gomm

Remember that Full Membersmay participate in our activeFacebook group for topical wildlifediscussion
and news. Just log on to Facebook and search for CarlisleNatsin ÔgroupsÕand click on Ôjoin groupÕor go
to http://www.facebook.com/groups/CarlisleNats

____________________
Cumbr ia Biodiversity Data Centre

Thenew Manager Deborah Muscat isnow well-stablished and welook forward to continuing theexcellent
working relationship with theCBDC team under her guidance.

See theEvents Calendar on theCBCD websitewww.cbdc.org.uk for many events around thecounty.


