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Spotted Sandpiper

Buttermere,
16 May 2017

© Nick Franklin

3. (p. 43)

Siddick Pond,
Workington,
15 June 2017

1. (p. 50)

Purple Sandpiper
with Golden Plover
and Dunlin

N. Pennines,
22 April 2017

© Stephen Hewitt

Blyth's Reed Warbler

© Nick Franklin

5. (p. 45)
Red-veined Darter
North Plain Reserve
(RSPB), Solway,

9 June 2017

© Judith Rogers

4, (p. 45)
Mountain Ringlet

Honister,
2 July 2017

© Guy Broome

The cranelfy
Ctenophora pectinicornis

Broughton-in-Furness,
25 May 2017

© Nigel Gilligan



7. (p. 45)

The hoverfly
Volucella zonaria

Skinburness, Solway,
21 August 2017

© Vivian Russell

9. (p. 52)

Ant Beetle
Thanasimus formicarius

Finglandrigg NNR,
28 March 2017

© Paul Kennedy

11. (p. 53)

8. (p. 55) .
The net-winged beetle

T m— Pyropterus nigroruber

Talkin Tarn,
Brampton, 17
8 July 2017 14 dilyzt
© Paul Kennedy
© Rob Pickett

10. (p. 53)

The snakefly
Xanthostigma xanthostigma

Finglandrigg Wood,
14 June 2017

© Paul Kennedy

12. (p. 57)

The fungus
Marasmius hudsonii

on fallen Holly leaf
Scale bar: 1cm

Great Wood, Keswick,
14 September 2017

© David Clarke



Wildlife Reports, March to August 2017

The following are based on records submitted by CNHS members and have been
forwarded to CBDC at Tullie House. Uncredited records are usually my own.

Weather : avery wet, mild Marchwasfollowed by adry April (driest since 1995) with
averagetemperatures. May was generally warm and mostly dry (twenty dayswith no
rain) although there were two very wet days on 15th and 27th, accounting for more
than half the 55mm of rainfall. June started with promise but soon deteriorated to
mostly wet but mild followed by avery wet July, the second wettest for Drumburgh
weather station records. August rainfall was about average (83.5mm). Temperatures
were mainly around average but perhaps felt cooler in the often windy and cloudy
conditions (TM).

General

After a very pleasant spring it seemed that many species were doing well and
migrating birds seemed to arrive earlier than usual and got off to a good start.
However, moth recorders were often noting low numbersin March and April. Early
Painted Lady and Red Admiral butterflies were quite abundant. The good May
weather was aboost for the M ar sh Fritillary with some exceptional brood countsin
August and September. Thewet summer no doubt had adverse effectson later-flying
insects. However, birds seem to have done well and there are now some large flocks
of Goldfinch, House Sparrow and Starling. Barn Owls generally bred early and
brood size has been good, with the possibility of some having second broods Bthe
result of high vole numbers. From my ringing and nest recording observations, it
seemsto methat Great Titsand Long-tailed Tit numbers are low, especially after
avery good fledging success and | wonder if they suffered after fledging into a wet
June. Autumn and winter records of these species would be most welcome. From
reports it seems the migrant warblers have done well on the whole. | have received
mixed reports about the hirundines, athough from my own observations Swallows
have done well, some starting early in May. | have arecord for third broods where |
nest-record and ring near Bowness-on-Solway. On our house, House Martins
recovered to twelve nests after last year@ crash, with five going on to rear second
broods. As| write (in early September), thereisstill one nest with chicks. However,
other memberssay they havefewer and thedry May had someimpact on nest-building
and nests falling down.

Birds

A flock of 150 Whooper Swanswas still at Whitrigglees, by the R. Wampool on 25
March (FIM) but my last record was of five on 22 April feeding on algae on the mud
flatsat Port Carlisle. 30 Pink-footed Geese were still present on Skinburness Marsh
on 14 May. There were 1400 Bar nacle Geese on Skinburness Marsh on 19 April

- 41
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Lakeland Naturalist 5:2

Sour ce: John Robinson bequest (of 1936); Robinson lived at Birds Hill, Elterwater.

Age: immature

Brief description (Beinginaseaed glasscaseit wasnot possibletoview all plumage
details):

Breast: no proper dark band across breast.

Tail: difficulttoseeclearly but appeared to haveonly asinglesubterminal dark band,
with the inner portion white.

Diagnosis: Breast andtail clearly establishthisasaRough-legged Buzzard, and both
featuresare consistent with it being ajuvenile. (Theterms QuvenileGand @mmature(
are often confused; Quvenileisused herein the senseinwhich ringersuseit, abird
which is still in the plumage it had when it fledged; @mmatureGmplies that it had
not reached full maturity, so, whilst it is not wrong to describe this bird as
OmmatureQ) it is less precise than Quvenile(). Rough-legged Buzzards have a
complete moult at the end of their first year of life, that is, in their second calendar
year (Cramp & Simmons, op. cit.); thishird wasthereforeinitsfirst year of lifewhen
obtained.
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Erratum

Volume5.1, page 36, in Gquirrelsin MardaleOThe authors have pointed out that the
captionfor Figure2 differsfromtheorigina andtheir preferredwordingisasfollows:
Avonthly occurrence of Grey Squirrels in Naddle Forest. Solid trace = years 1-6;
dotted trace= years 7-12; grey trace = total all yearsOThe Editor apologisesfor this
change, which will be corrected in any future versions.
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